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Letter from the editor 

In winLer, bird-feeding becomes a favorite past-time of birders who 

want to enjoy some avian action from the comfort of their wann homes. 

It seems fitting in !his season of good will and winter bird-feeding lo 

mention some of our supporters who operate bird-feeding supply stores. 

These people provide us with Lhe information we need to choose the 

right foods for birds. They stock Lhe suet, sunflower hearts, balll heaters, 

and other items we need to make our backyards mini-nature preserves. 

They offer workshops and free bird walks to help beginners enjoy 

avian pursuits - and that in tum, gel<> more people hooked on birds and 

on conservation. 

Many local biru feeding stores have supported IOS over the years, 

not just by selling Meadowlark, right next to glossy, national birding 

magazines and giving us the profits, but also by making extra donations 

to IOS and getting involved with the magazine and Lhe organization. 

Special llumks go lo Dean Bolton and Helen Taylor, owners of Wild 

Birds Unlimited in Highland Park, long-lime contributors who have 

given IOS discounts on purchased items. Dean also wrote an article 

for Meadowlark. Phil Haebler, owner of the Upstart Crow in Evanston, 

is an IOS Board Member and our recording secretary. He also makes 

extra contributions and donations. Bob Sadek of Wild Bird Feeding 

store in Libertyville, has made donations tu a local newspaper spon­

soring a contesL on environment issues, and offers wonderful support 
for IOS, its members, and those involved with ll1e magazine. These are 

just some of the bird-feeding and supply stores who have contributed 

lo TOS; T apologize for not having the space to mention Lhem all. 
Feed the birds this winter, and support your local bird-feeding 

stores, especially Lhe folks who contribute to IOS and in tum, contribute 

to the scientific and recreational pursnit of birding m1cl conservation 
in Illinois. 

A special note of gratitude: After five years at the helm, Eric Walters 

is stepping down from the presidency. We owe a debt of thanks to 

the man whose vision helped bring IOS to where it is today. Luckily 

for us, Eric promises to remain involved with IOS, cnnt.rih111ing tn 

Meadowlark and working on other projects. Please let Eric know how 

much yon appreciate bis leadership and volunteer spirit these 
five years. 



President's Message 

After five years, I 'm writing my 

final president' s message. It's time to 
hand the reins over to another who 
will continue the progress of the 
Illinois Ornithological Society. I've 
had a mountaintop view of the birth, 
rise, and growth of the IOS and one 

thing I can say, it's been exhilarating! 
I've enjoyed investing my time into 
this organization and the people 
representing it. I feel my time spent 
bas been rewarded in full - just with 
the satisfaction of seeing tl1e quality 
of our journal as well as our contin­
uing growth in membership. I expect 
great things will continue into the 
future. 

I ' l l  still be actively involved in 
IOS, desiring greatly to realize a goal 
we had early on to publish books 
such as an Illinois Birding Hotspots 
g uide as well as update S teve 
Mlodinow's, "Chicago Area Birds." 

But for IOS as a whole, it's time 

for fresh energy, vision, and leader -
ship. With the capable leaders 
currently representing IOS,  it's easy 
to have confidence in their ability to 
take the next beneficial step forward. 
The future looks bright indeed for 
the IOS! 

So, until we next meet in the field, 
good birding to you! 

Copyright© by the Illinois Ornithological Soci­
ety. No part of this journal may be repro­
duce<l without the wriuen permission of ros 
and tl1e chief editor, except brief passages of 
a paragraph or less in which attribution is made 
to the journal and author. 
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i ne Lr1t1ca1 Kole oi Habitat 
in the Breeding and Migratory Success 

of Wetland Birds 

By now, few in the birding 

community are unaware of the plight 

of the neotropical songbirds that 
hreed in North America. Whatmaynot 

be as well understood is how perilous 
the situation is for wetland birds. Be­
tween 1780 and 1980, the amount of 

wctlar1ds in the continental United 
States fell by about 53 percent. Illinois 

has experienced an even more dra­
matic decline: no more than about 15 
percent of the wetlands that existed in 
the preselllement period remain today 
(Dahl 1990). Much more than half of 

the original prairie pothole wetlands, 

the shallow marsblike ponds found in 

the Dakotas and central Canada, have 
been lost. Some 50 Lo 80 percent of 

the main gau1e species on rhe conti­

nent breed in these areas (Mitsch and 
Gosselink 1993). The federal govern­
ment considers a number of wethmd<> 

endangered because of the overall 85 
to 98 percent decline in this ecosys­
tem. Some examples include wet­

lands (all types combined) in south­
central California, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, and Ohio; 

freshwater marsh and coastal salt 
marsh in southern California, includ­
ing seasonal wetlands of San Francisco 

hraska; and mountain bogs in Tennes­

see and r-.iord-1 Carolina (!'�oss, LaRue, 
and Scott 1995). 

Four general reasons explain why 

the amount ot wetlands in the U.S. bas 

declined so dr'dIIlatically: the conver­

sion of wetlands to agriculturdl uses; 
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urban development; the conversion of 
wetlands Lo deep water habitats; and 

a caid1ali category of oilier iypes of 

conversions including clear-cutting 

and draining live-forested wetlands 

(Johnston 1994). In other words, the 

loss of habitat is a threat or great 
proportions to wetland bird species. 

This paper focuses on the impact 

of declining wetlands on birds, both 
migratory species that use wetlands 
as a stopover point or staging area 

and those species that use wetlands 
as a breeding area. It will be argued 

that wetland complexes rather than a 

single wetland are critical Lo birds 
and that serious implications arise 

when these complexes disappear or 

arc iiagmenred. In addition, it will be 
shown tl1at wetland size and proxim­

ity to other wetland areas are crucial 
to repro<lnct.ion and migration. 

Wetland Definition 

While the definition of a wetlai-id 

is amaucr of controversy, this ecosys­
tem has a number of distinguishing 

properties: Wetlands frequently have 

unique soil conditions that disting­

uish them from uplands. Wet-tolemnt 
vegetation and standing water exists 

(Mitsch and Gosselink 1993). Wet­
lands are also dynamic; th_at is, sea­

sonal and annual precipitation and 

flooding change the vegetation, and 
the vegetation dctennines the bird 
life. Wetlands that are not dynamic 

cease to be marshes and tend to be­

come like lakes (Payne 1992). A 

By William Moskoff 

marsh is a lowland area that is fre­
quently or always inundated with 

water. It is dominated by herbaceous 

vegetation and seldom has any woody 

plants). While many terms describe 

vaiious wetlands, including bog, bot­

tomland, fen, mai·sh, muskeg, pcat­

land, pothole, slough, swmnp, wet 
meadow, and wet praitie, here I focus 

on marshes and potholes. 

Birds use wetlands for breeding, 

as migratory stopover points, and as 
non-breeding residences in the summer 
and winter (Weller 1994). Wetlands 

satisfy two major requirements for 

birds-they supply food and offer 

protection from predators. Freshwater 
marshes experience insect hatches 

quite otten, and sallwater marshes 

have intermittent mosquito hatches 

and twice-daily replenished food sup-
plies 1Nben the tides invade !he m�shes 
and fish and invertebrates are depos­

ited. Marshes offer protection from the 
mammalian predation thal accounts 

for so much of the loss of bird nests on 

land (Burger 1985). 

The most striking fact about wet­
land bird species is how many of them 

have declined in number, some to a 

startling degree. Table 1 presents data 
from the North American Breeding 
Bird Survey (BBS) for selected wetland 

species whose numbers have declined. 

The data show long-term ( 1966- 1993) 

a.rid short-term ( 1984-1993) population 

trends. Of the 24 species on the list,, 
11 of them have experienced statisti­

cally significant declines since 1984. 

Meadowlark 
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The Wilson 's Phalarope, is a shorebird whose numbers are dramatically declining. Drawing by Karen Becker. 

Habitat Requirements 

Three dimensions exist regarding 

wetland birds' habitat requirements. 

They need different kinds of habitat 
for different functions at different 

times of tbe year, they often have dif­
ferent habitat requirements within a 

given season, and different species 

have differing habitat requirements. In 

the prairie pothole region, birds can 

be grouped by the size of wetland that 

they require for reproductive success. 
Table 2 depicts the strikingly different 

habitat requirements of the various 
species. 

Habitat diversity is critical to 

birds breeding in wetlands. First, 
birds may need different types of wet­

lands in the same general area. Re­
searchers studying Mallards in the 

St. Lawrence River Valley from 1990 

through 1992, found that female 

Mallards (Anas platyrhyncos) spent 

most of their time breeding in fores­

ted-live wetlands (40 percent) but 

spent most of their postbreeding time 

in forested-dead wetlands (35 percent) 
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in the general vicinity of their breeding 

grounds (LositoandBaldassaiTe 1995). 

Evidence from several studies shows 

that individual Mallards use several 

wetlands during the breeding season. 

The average number of wetlands used 
by Mallards in the St. Lawrence River 

Valley was 4.1; in a forested wetlands 
study in Minnesota it was 8.6 (Gilmer 
et al. 1975) and among prairie nesters 

in North Dakota the average number 

of wetlands used was 15 (Dwyer et 

al. 1979). These results imply that 
conservation requires protection of 

wetland complexes rather than a sin­

gle wetlands type. 

Foraging requirements has a lot 
to do with the need for different kinds 

of wetlands. For example, breeding 

ducks eat mainly animal food, but on 

their wintering grounds they mostly 
consume vegetable matter (Predrick­

son 1985). Thus, while ducks can be 
flexible in habitat choice, from a con­

se1valion perspective, it appears tbat 

different elements of wetland com­

plexes may be consequential during 

different parts of the year. 

Wetland Size and 
Isolation 

Wetland size and size diversity 

are interlinked variables for birds. 

Mallards use different size wetlands 
during the reproductive cycle, small 

basins during the breeding season and 

larger ones during the postbreeding 

period (Losito and Baldassarre 1995). 
The size of marshes is perhaps the 

single most important determinant of 

species richness, or the number of 

species in an area. It requires some­

where between 236 ha (Drown and 

Dinsmore 1986) and 379 ha (McCoy 

1983) to support24 species. The small­

est number of species in Iowa was 
found in marshes smaller than 5 ha 

(Brown and Dinsmore 1986). It is 
believed that more species arc found 

on larger areas because of the wider 

diversity of habitats (Lack 1969). 

In a study of 30 Iowa prairie 

marshes, after marsh size, isolation, 

or the distance of one m<u-sh from 

another, was the second most impor­

tant detenninant of species 1ichness 
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(Brown illld Dinsmore 1986). Specifi­

cally, the amount of marshland within 

5 km of each site was a key determi­
nilllt of the number of species to be 
found in a marsh. Marshes that were 
significillltly isolated from each other 
did not have the species richness of 
wetlillld complexes where the marshes 
were closer together, even when the 
isolated marshes were twice the size 
of the complexes. 

Craig and Beal (1992) sLudiedone 
large illld several small marsh habitats 
encompassing Lhe four ptincipal marsh 
Lypes along tlle Connecticut River in 
order to a<;Sess their significilllce in 
maintaining marsh bird populations. 

They found a difference in L'1e beha­
vior of breeding birds and users, those 
species that use the marshes for forag­
ing illld resting. Breeder richness (the 

number of species breeding in the 
marshes) was directly related to area 

am! iover<:ely related In w<1tcr cover 
and habitat heterogeneity. For users, 

Lhe most significant variables were 

marsh proximity, water cover, and veg­
etation heterogeneiLy. For users, the 
importance of marsh proximity has to 
do with the facL that a number of spe­
cies, e.g. waders, gulls, and terns, who 
forage on ephemeral prey, need to 
roam between a number of habitats Lo 
meet their needs. Users preferred open 
water because they were good forag­
ing sites. lbus, habitat heterogeneity 
was critical for users and consequently 

marsh proximity became important. 

A study of the activity budgets of 

wintering Green-winged Teal (Anas 
crecca) in Louisiana confirms the con� 
sequences of wetland habitat diversity 
(Rave and Baldassarre 1989). About 
half of all the Green-winged Teal win­
ter in tl1e U.S. on coastal wetlands in 
Louisiana. The species behaves differ -

C!!tly d��!!di!1g 0!! 1.•.'hetheE !t '.l/l�-:h�!·s 
in agricuHural habitats as it does in 
Texas or is in natural habitats, as in 

Louisiana. There are six major habitats 
used by the teal in Louisiana and their 
four main activities, feeding, resting, 
locomoting, and preening were each 
concentrated in different habit.ats. 

The absence of the proper mix of 
wel.lm1ds can be devastating to l.l1c 
breeding ecology and hence the repro­
ductive rates of :1 species. While Ibises 
(Eudocimus a/bus), which breed in 
coastal South Carolina, require the 

presence of freshwater 'vvetlands as a 
source of crayfish for their nesl.lings 

(Bildstein et al. 1990). During dry 
years, when the inland freshwater 
wel.lands do noL yield crayfish, adulL 
White Ibises b1ing back salt-water 
based fiddler crabs for !heir young 

who subsequently die from lhe exces­
sive sall loading. If substantial qmmti-

Table 1. Population Trends of Selected Wetland Birds in  North America 
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Population Change (percent change) 

SPECIES 1966-1993 

Pied-billed Grebe -41.3* 

.A .. nh.inga , () r.. 
-..J./,V 

American Bittern -38.9* 

Little Blue Heron -29.9 

Green Heron - 7.6 

Green-winged Teal -25.5 

American Black Duck -27.1 

Mottled Duck -78.8* 

Northern Pintail -76.4* 

.13lue-wmged Teal -16.8 

American Wigeon -11.3 

Canvasback -28.6 

Source: Price, Droege, and Price (1995) 

* = Statistically significant declines. 

1984-1993 

-48.6* 

CA l :ii:: -J'-t, J_ 

-25.5* 

1..., c - J I • ...J 

- 9.8 

-2U. 5 

- 5.5 

-46.3 

-24.8 

-31.5* 

-20 .U 

-62.1 * 

Population Change (percent change) 

SPECIES 1966-1993 1984-1993 

Corrunon Goldcneyc -14.6 26.3 

,,: ___ :_.'._ n ., - 2. i - i 0.1;. v 11 g11ua 1'.Ull 

Sora -44.4* -29.2* 

Greater Yellowlcg:; 3 l.9 -i 7.5 

Lesser Yell ow legs -72.9* -62.4* 

Willet -15.2 -14.1 

Long-billed Curlew -36.5 -46.4* 

Wilson's Phalarnpe - 2.1 -41.0* 

Royal Tern -31.0 - 8.1 

Common Tern - 5.4 -67. 0* 

Least Tern -69.4 -14.5 

Black Tern -71.6* • 8.8 
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of power lines thal have increased 

shorebird deaths (Page and Gill 1994). 

Many shorebird species travel 

great distances between their breedin o 0 
grounds in the Arctic <md their win-

tering grounds in Central and South 

America. Some of these species use a 

so-called "jumping" strategy, flying 

great distances that arc broken by 

only a few stops. 'l11is strategy is risky 

because if food is unavailable at the 

few critical stopover poinL� or if ad­

verse winds impede travel, the birds 

could fail to reach their destination. 

An alternative is the so-called "hop­

ping" strategy where shorebirds fly 

shorter distances and concomitantly 

make more stops (Piersma 1987). The 

latter migration strategy would appear 

to require less energy and be safer 

because of the reliance on many slop­

ping points. But one of the bypro­

ducts of the destruction of wetlands 

in the Great Plains is that there are 

fewer stopover points available to mi­

gratory shorebirds and an increased 

risk for t110se species that require 

frequent stopovers. A study of the 

Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris 
pusilla) and the White-rumped Sand­

piper ( C. fascicollis) at the Quivira 

National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in 

Kansas found that they cannot reach 

their breeding grounds in one jump. 

Given their widely differing levels of 

fat deposition and their flight speed, 

many can only make short or medium 

flights until the next required stop­

over point (Skagen and Knopf 1994). 

The conservation implications me 

clear. A sufficient number of wetland 

habitats have to be maintained so 

that it is possible to make a number 

of intermediate stopovers between 

major stopover points. In many 

cases, the availability of resources at 

any given wetland, even one as pro­

minent as Cheyenne Bottom Wildlife 

ManagementArea(WMA), is not suf­

ficiently predictable that shorebirds 

can necessarily rely upon them. 
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Mitigating Wetland 
Destruction 

We know what the underlying 

causes of wetl<Uld destrucUon are <Uld 

we know the implicaUons of wethuid 
disappearance. What can be done to 

mitigate this process and will it work? 

Let us first look at the Des Plaines 

River Wetlands Demonstration Pro­

ject, located about 40 miles north of 

the Chicago Loop in Lake County, 

Illinois. It involves restoring a stretch 

of a river floodplain and developing 

a series of experimental wetl<Ulds ba­

sins. There are several basins, each 

about 2-3 ha using hydrologic con­

trols wit11 a system. of pumps. The 

experimental wetlcmds were located 

on land that had initially been drained 

for agriculture, then was mined for 

sand and gravel, and Lhen abandoned. 

The original wetlands were basically 

destroyed and the vegetaUon gone. 

The fundamental idea was to analyze 

Lile biological response of wetlands 

when the hydrologic regime was ma­

nipulated (Hickman and Mosca 1991). 

In 1985, before the restoration, 37 

species occupied territories, including 

only three species of migrntory water­

fowl. By 1990, after restoration, 48 
species occupied territories, including 

15 waterfowl species. As a definitive 

measure of the improved quality of the 

wetlands, the number of obligate 

marsh nesting species rose from 8 to 

17 in these same two years (Hickman 

Md Mosca 1991). As of September 1, 

1995, there have been 184 species 

counted since restoration, including 

13 state endangered and 7 state threat­

ened species. Before restoration, no 

state endangered or threatened spe­

cies were seen at the site (S. Hickman, 

pers. comm.). 

But the return of wildlife to a 

wetlMd once diminished in size or 

quality is not an automatic thing. The 

evidence elsewhere is less positive 

about the viitues of restoration for 

birds. In the southern prairie pothole 

region of northern Iowa there have 

tx.:en mixed rcsull�. or the 54 breeding 

bit·ds in the region, 22 have been found 

nesting in restored wellands, but in 

those wetlcu1ds where the rnnount of 

vegetation is sp<U'se, the numtx.:rs of 

nesting individuals is likewise not 

abundant (Delphey and Dinsmore 

1993). 

Prairie wetlands <U'e not only im­

porlant for waterfowl, but for other 

species as well. A study in Soutl1 Da­

kota of 13 bit·d species other than 

waterfowl examined their differential 

use of natural wetlands and man-made 

wetlands (Weber, Vohs, mid Flake 

1982). The J 3 target species all used 
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Ibises do not breed successfully. Re­

productive success of the White Ibis 
requires the existence of inland wet­
lands as well as saltwater breeding 
areas. 

Wetland disturbance also has an 

adverse effect on species richness and 
density. The evidence from a study 
canied out in six small Connecticut 
wetlands during eight seasons showed 
!hat both species richness and density 
were lower on the two most disturbed 
sites for both marsh species-Red-

Vv·iugcd Dlackbird (Ageluius piiuc­
niceus) and s��amp Sparrow (A·felo­

spiza georgiana), and thicket species­
Song Sparrow (M. melodia), Ameri­
can Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis), and 
Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis 
trichas) (Craig and Barclay 1992). 

111 w1::�iet11 N'urii1 /unerica, and arc 
in1p()ft�11t to 28 of the 35 s!iorehirU�. 
that winter in that region of the coun­
try (Page and Gill 1994). The prairie 
pothole losses in South and North Da­
kota and the dramatic decline west of 

the Rockies, especially in California 

where 91 percent of the wetlands have 
disappeared, have been presumed to 
have had a significant impact on 
shorebird populations (Page and Gill 
1994). Of the rem::iining wellands, 
many have declined in quality because 
of toxic chemicals or the construction 

Shorebirds 

Shorebirds are extremely vulner­

able to habitat changes. Wetlands are a 
critical eiemenr in the habital of the i 5 
temperate breeding shorebird species 

Table 2. Groups of Prairie Pothole Birds by Habitat Requirement 

Group Definition Species 

Area Sesitive Birds Birds with large area requirements-- Trumpeter Swan, Willet 
generally complexes of wetlands Whooping Crane, Sandhill Crane 
and associated grasslands Long-billed Cudew, Marbeled Godwil, 

Northern Harrier, Short-eared Owl 

At least 100 acres of wetland 
and 640 acres of adjacent land in 
permanent cover 

Open Water Birds Birds that require large, All 5 grebe spp. 
semipermanent wetlands or lakes. American White Pelican, Great Egret, 
Many of the birds are colonial Great Blue Heron, Green Heron, 
waterbirds or fish-eating species Black-crowned Night-Heron, 

Least Bittern, White-faced Ibis, 
Wetland size greater than 40 arces Redhead Canvasback, Ruddy Duck 

Ring-necked Duck, Common Loon, 
Franklin's Gull, Forster's Tern, 
Black Tern 

Marsh Generalists Birds that car? use smaller \vetlands An1crican Coot, Common Moorheu, 
and require some robust emergent Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
vegetation. Redwinged Blackbird 
At least patches of shaiiow emergent 
and deep emergent vegetation. 

Secretive Birds Secretive birds of shallow marshes American Bittern, Least Bittern, 
including birds that require King Rail, Virginia Rail, Sora, 
sedge meadows and wet prairie. Wilson's Phalarope, Sedge Wren, 

Marsh Wren, LeConte's Sparrow, 
Savannah Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, 
Heusiuw's Sparrow, Common 
Yellowthroat 

Dabbiing uucks Dabbling ducks and geese often Canada Goose, Mallard, Gadwall, 
and Geese require several kinds of marshes Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, 

to complete life stages. Blue-winged Te�J, NorL'1em Shoveler 

Source: Galatowitsch and van der Valk ( 1994) 
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natural wetlands more frequently than 

man-made wetlands. 

Jn a nwnber of places minelands 

have been restored as wetlands with 

mixed success. In one study, while the 

number of species in the reclaimed 

wetlands was as high as in natural 

wetlands, there were fewer guilds 

(e.g. dabblers, waders, divers) because 

of tl1e relative absence of aquatic 

feeders (Lacki et al. 1991). A guild is a 

group of species that share a resource 

in similar ways. 

RecenU y, there has been cause for 

hope about the waterfowl population 

ments for wildlife: a habitat manage­

ment workshop. USDA, Forest Ser­

vice, St. Paul, MN. 

Galatowitsch,S.M. and A. G. van 

der Valk. 1994. Restoring prairie wet­

lands: an ecological approach. Iowa 

State University Press, Ames. 

Gilmer, D. S., I. J. Ball, L. M. 

Cowardin, J. H. Reichmann, and J. R. 

Tester. 1975. Habitat use and home 

range of Mallards in Minnesota. J. 

Wildl. Manage. 39:781-789. 

Hickman, S. C. and V. J. Mosca. 

1991. Improving habitat quality for 
migratory waterfow 1 and nesting birds: 
Assessing the effectiveness of Lhe Des 

Plaines River Wetlands Demonstra­

tion Project. Technical Paper No. 1. 

Johnston, C. A.1994. Cumulative 
impacts to wetlands. Wetlands 14:49-

55. 

Lack, D. 1969. The numbers of 

bird species on islands. Bird study. 
16:193-209. 

Lacki, M. J., J. W. Hummer, and 

H.J. Webster. 1991. Avian diversity 

pattems at a constructed wetland: Use 

of ecological theory in the evaluation 

of mine land reclamation technique. 
International Journal of Surface Min­

ing and Reclamation 5:101-105. 

Vol. 5, No. 3 

in the United States. Some 83 million 
ducks migrated south in the fall of 

1995, 12 million more than 1994 and 

24 million more than 1993, in part 

because of governmental influence in 

restoring prairie potholes, in part 

because of substantial rain in the 

prairies (Stevens 1995). 

Conclusion 

Many reasons exist for the dra­

matic decline of wetland bird popu­

lations in North America. Not sur­

prisingly, the basic cause is habitat 

Losito, M. P. and G. A. Baldas­

sane. 1995. Wetland use by breeding 

and postbreeding female mallards in 

the St. Lawrence River Valley. Wilson 

Bull. 107:55-63. 

McCoy, E. D. 1983. The applica­

tion of island bio-geographic theory 

to patches of habitat: how much land 
is enough? Biol. conser. 25:53-61. 

Mitsch, W. J. and J. G. Gosselink. 

1993. Wetlands, 2nded. VanNostrand 
Reinhold, NY. 

Noss, R. F., E.T. La RoeIII, andJ. 

MichaelScott.1995. Endangered eco­

systems of the United States: a pre­
liminary assessment of loss and 

degradation. U.S. Department of the 

Interior, National Biological Service, 
Washington D.C. 

Page, G. W. and R. E. Gill, Jr. 

1994. Shorebirds in western North 
America: late 1800s to late 1900s. In 

J .R. Jehl, Jr. and N. K. Johnson, eds. A 

century of avifaunal change in North 
America, Studies in Avian Biology, 

no. 15, pp. 147-160. 

Payne, N. F. 1992. Techniques for 

wildlife habitat management of wet­
lands.McGraw-Hill, NY. 

Piersma, T. 1987. Hop, skip, or 

jump? Constraints on migration of 

disappcmance. ln the case of wetland 

birds, the concept of "habitat" 

has a special meaning and implies 

specific kinds of management pol­

icies. The proper habitat is in most 

instances a complex of wetla nds 

playing multiple roles. Proper habitat 

also means the conect size of a wet­

land and individual wetlands suffi­

ciently close to one another to meet 

the complicated needs of a species. 

Restoration management of wetlands 

is therefore a complicated task, al­
though not without U1e possibility of 

success. 

arctic waders by feeding, fattening, 

and flight speed. Limosa 60: 185-194. 

Price, J., S. Droege, and A. Price. 

1995. The summer atlas of NorU1 

American Birds. Academic Press, San 

Diego, CA. 

Rave, D. P. and G. A. Baldassane. 

1989. Activity budget of green-winged 

teal wintering in coastal wetlands of 

Louisiana. J. Wildl. Manage. 53:753-

759. 

Skagen, S. K. and F. L. Knopf. 

1994. Residency patterns of migrating 

sandpipers at a midcontinental stop­

over. Condor 96:949-958. 

Stevens, William K. With habitat 

restored, ducks in the millions create 

fall spectacle. The New York Times, 

November 14, 1995. 

Weber, M. J., Pa. A. Vohs, andL. 

D. Flake. 1982. Use of prairie wetlands 
by selected bird species in South Da­

kota. Wilson Bull. 94:550-554. 

Weller, M. W. 1994. Seasonal 

dynamics of bird assemblages in a 

Texas estuarine wetland. J. Field 
Ornith. 65:388-401. 

-William Moskoff 
Lake Forest College 
555 N. Sheridan Rd. 

Lake Forest, IL 60045 

87 



88 

Figure 1 .  
Map showing Sand Lake and Havana in Mason County, Illinois. A1rnws show direcLion of waler 

now from Sand Lake into Hava11a during 1993 fiood; short diagonal lines indicate location of sand bag 

levee along railroad to stop water flow; heavy dashed line indicates proposed location of ditch to drain 

wetland. Adapted from maps prepared by Enviromnental Science and Engineering, Inc. and U.S.G.S. 

Havana Quadrangle (1948, topographic, 7.5 min.). Carlographer: Jill Freund Thomas. 
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The Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Birds 

of Sand Lake, 

an Unusual Ephemeral Wetland in West-Central Illinois 

One of the best-kepl secrets 

of central Illinois birders is the abun­

dant and diverse avifauna of Sand 

Lake in Mason Counly, west-central 

Illinois. This wetland bas long been 
a stopping point for birders on their 

way to Chautauqua National Wildlife 

Refuge. High waters at Sand Lake in 

1993-1994 resulted in even more 

auention being given to the avifauna. 

This paper presents the most detailed 
information available on the avifauna 
of the wetland. Of particular signifi­

cance is the unusually higb number 

(n = 1 5) of endangered and threatened 

bird species that utilize the welland at 

various times of the year. Further­

more, recent threats by humans to 

drain (and hence destroy) the wetland 

add some urgency to the communica­

tion of this information to persons 

concerned about tl1e conservation of 

avifaunas and their habitats. 

The Wetland 
Environment 

Sand Lake is located about one 

mile ( 1 .6 km) southeast of Havana 
in Sections 7, 8, 1 7, and 1 8, T.21N., 
R.8W., Havana Township, Mason 

County (Pig. 1). The wetland is on the 

Manito Terrace which is composed of 

highly erosional, fine to medium sand 
and grnvel (Labotkaand Hester, 197 1 ). 

The landscape is ralller flal but low 

dunes occur to ll1e southwest and north­

west of the wetland. The underlying 

aquifer is composed of Sankoty Sand 
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(Kansan) and overlying outwash of 

Wisconsinan sand and gravel (Walker 

et al., 1965). The water table in the 

area is rather high and heavy rains 

result in flooding and expansion of 

Sand Lake well beyond its usual size. 

Wben the water table is low (e .g., late 

summer) or in periods of drought 

(e.g., the late 1 980s), Sand Lake be­

comes nearly or completely dry. 

Rodgers' ( 1978) study of the pre­

settlement vegetation (ca. 1823) of 

Mason County indicated that the 
area around Sand Lake was prairie. 

- -- ----

� D_ )'( 1\ N I /\ ' % " 

The A vifauna 

The keen interest of birders and 

professional omilllologists has result­

ed· in more being 101own about the 

birds of Sand Lake lhan any other 

group of organisms. Table 1 presents 

a list of tbe 1 5  endangered and 

threatened bird species which have 

been observed using tl1e wetlands. Of 

tl10se, nesting and/or young have 

been observed for the Yellow ­

headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus), Pied-billed Grebe 

(Podilymbus podiceps), King Rail 

The state-threatened Pied-billed Grebe has nested at Sand Lake in Mason 
County. Drawing by Denis Kania. 
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(Raf/us e legans), an<l r.omm on 

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus). Fed­

erally endangered . species arc listed 

in U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Division of Endangered Species 

(1993); consult Herkert (1991 ,  1992, 

1994, 1995) and Illinois Endangered 
Species Protection Board (1994) for 

the most recent lists of endangered 

and threatened birds and other organ­
isms for Illinois. Six species of birds 
observed at Sand Lake are, according 
to Bohlen (lY�Y), rarely or very rarely 
seen in Illinois. These include: White 
Ibis (Eudocimus a/bus), Glossy Ibis 
(Plegadis falcinellus), White-Faced 
Ibis (Plegadis chihi), Biack-Necked 

Stilt  (Himantopu s, mexicanus), 
Marbled Godwit (Limosafedoa), and 

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax). 

Other bird species seen at the 
wetland are listed in Table 2. Tue 

total of 95 species of birds seen is 
based on our observations and those 

of various other individuals with 

ornithological expertise (see Ack­
nowledgments), as well as some 
species listed in Newman ( 1996). 

Most sightings were made from 

1 993-1995. Undoubtedly there are 

additional species which utilize the 
wetland, and thus these lists are not 

iu ix:: considered compiete. 

The spring migration, when the 
wetland is at a high water stage, is 
particularly impressive as many ihou­
sands of waterfowl can be observed 
on a single visit. During the sununer, 
the slow-moving Common Moorhen 
with its beautiful orange-red hill ,  and 
the Pied-billed Grebe with chicks rid­

ing on its back can frequently be seen. 
Ten broods of Pied-billed Grebes 
were observed in the summer of 1994 

by J. Herkert (pers. comm.). In the late 

morning of 27 June 1995, L.E. Brown 
was standing lrnec-deep in water in a 
tall thicket of cattails making clicking 
sounds in hopes of stimulating the 
declining northern cricket frog 
(Acris crepitans) to call. Soon he heard 

a particularly loud click and turned to 

see that it was made by a Yellow-
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headp,rl B lackhird perched about 3 m 

away. At many times of the year an 

abundance of shorebirds can also be 

seen. During 1994, a heron rookery 

consisting of approximately 50 CaLtle 

Egret (Bubulcus ibis) nests was ob-
served in a clump of \Villo\.v trees 
along the shoreline. Some birds, usu­

ally individuals or pairs, have been 

seen at the wetland at unusual times 
of the year. For example, a Canvas­

back (Aythya valisineria) and a Snow 
Goose (Chen caerulescens) were seen 
in May, while Ruddy Ducks (Oxyura 
jamaicensis) have been observed as 
early as July. 

Three other non-bird species de­
serve mention. Tbe Illinois chorus 
frog (Pseudacris streckeri illinoensis), 
a state-threatened species, forms rela­

tively large breeding choruses at the 
wetland in early spring (Brown, 1986; 

Brown and Cima, in press). Hall' s 

bulrush (Sci1pus hallii), a state-endan­
gered plant, is also quite common at 

the wetland. Recently, Schwegman 

(1996) reported another state-endan­
gered plant, the weak bulrush (Scirpus 
purshianus) at Sand Lake. 

Hu.."'Ilan Tl' ... reats 

Sand Lake or portions ot ii lmve 
been fanned when water has been re­

duced or lacking. However, farming 

has been intermittent and appears to 
have been ratl1er nonintrusive, as tlie 
wetland vegetation aggressively reju­

venated when flooding re-occurred. 

More serious threats are the 
major flood events which occur at 
approximately 20-40 year intervals 

(Enviromnental Science and Engin­
eering, 1993a, 1993b). The most se­

vere flood was in 1 993 which resulted 
in the appearance of over 1 7 1  ground­

water lakes in Mason County includ­
ing Sand Lake (Clark. 1995). Water 
flowed from Sand Lake northwesterly 

toward Havana along the drainage 

ditches bordering Illinois State High­
way 97 (Fig. 1, page 88). Much of 
southeastern Havana was soon inun­
dated, resulting in considerable prop­

erty damage and huma11 hardship. 

Residents were quick to blame Sand 
Lake as the source of their problems, 

and there was strong pressure to drain 

the lake. However, the weUand expan­

sion was merely a symptom of the 

TABLE 1. Endangered and threatened birds observed 

al Sand Lake, Mason County, lL 

American B ittern (Botaurus lentiginosus) SE 
Swainson ' s HRwk (Buteo swainsoni) SE 

Great Egret (Casmerodius a/bus) ST 
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) SFE 
Black Tern ( Chlidonias niger j SE 
Little B lue Heron (Egretta caerulea) SE 

Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) ST 

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) SFE 

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) ST 
B lack-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) SE 

Wilson' s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) SE 
Pi�-bil!cd Grebe (1.nudilyr-ribus pudiceps) ST 
King Rail (Rallus elegans) ST 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundoj SE 

Yellow-headed B lackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) (SE) 

SE denotes state-endangered 

SFE denotes federally and state-endangered 
ST denotes state-threatened 
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high waler table, nol a cause of the 

flooding. 

Environmental Science and Engi­

neering, Inc. of Peo1ia was contraclcd 

to give a�siswnce in resolving the 

problem (Environmental Science and 

Engineering, 1993a, 1993b). Three 

shorl-tenn options (sand bagging, 

pumping, ditching) were underlak.en, 

and these measures plus evaporation 

eventually provided relief to lhe 

flooding problem in the city. Environ­

mental Science and Engineering, Inc. 

(1993b) identified various long-te1m 

options which might prevent future 

flooding. The most popular of these 

among Havana citizens is a drainage 

ditch which would cxlcnd norU1 from 

Sand Lake along the cast side of Ulc 
city and then westward inlo the 

Illinois River (Fig. l ,  page 88). How­

ever, W. Ingram, a waler resources 

engineer employed by Environmental 

Science and Engineering, has indica­

led that the ditch would not alleviate 

flooding problems umclated to Sand 

Lake (Williams 1993). Nonetheless, 

local citizens continued to blame 

Sand Lake, and sought federal funding 

($1 .3 million) for construction of the 

ditch. Fortunately, the applicalion 

was unsuccessful. However, citizen 

concerns remain high and planning 

continues. 

Conclusions 

Drown and Cima (in press) dis­

cussed evidence that suggesL� Sand 

Lake is a nearly pristine wetlm1d. A 

few oilier wetlands similar to Sand 

Lake have been discovered in Mason 

County by W. McClain (personal 

comm.). In prcsettlcment times this 

type of ephemeral wetland was prob­

ably much more common in the sand 

prairies along the Illinois River, but 

they disappeared as the land was tiled 

and dilched for farming. 

Few oilier locations in Illinois 

arc utilized by as many endangered 

and threatened species (n = 18, the 

maj01ity being birds) as Sand Lake. 

TABLE 2. Other birds observed at Sand Lake, Mason County, IL. 

Great Blue Heron Ruddy Duck Herring Gull 

Cattle Egret Northern Harrier Mourning Dove 

Green Heron American Kestrel Horned Lark 

Trumpeter Swan Ring-necked Pheasant P u rple Martin 

Snow Goose 
. 

Sora Tree Swallow 

Canada Goose 
. 

American Coot 
-

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 

Graylag Goose Black-Bellied Plover Barn Swallow 

(European, Domestic, Killdeer Blue Jay 

Embden, Toulouse) Greater Yellowlegs American Crow 

Wood Duck Lesser Yellowlegs Sedge Wren 

Green-winged Teal" Solitary Sandpiper Marsh Wren 

American Black Duck Wil let American Robin 

Mallard· Spotted Sandpiper Northern Cardinal 

Northern Pintail' Sanderling B l u e  Grosbeak 

Blue-winged Teal" Semipalmated Sandpiper Rufous-sided Towhee 

Northern Shoveler" Least Sandpiper Savannah S parrow 

Gad wall' White-rumped Sandpiper Song Sparrow 

American Wigeon Pectoral Sandpiper White-crowned Sparrow 

Canvasback· Dunlin Harris' Sparrow 

Redhead· S ti l t  Sandpiper Red-winged Blackbird 

Ring-necked Duck- Bu ff-breasted Sand pi per Eastern Meadowlark 

Lesser Scaup 
-

Short-billed Dowitcher Rusty Blackbird 

Common Goldeneyc Long-billed Dowitchcr Common Grackle 

Buffiehead Common Snipe Northern Oriole 

Hooded Merganser Ring-billed Gull  House Sparrow 

Common Merga nser 

* Indicates particularly large numbers ( a· , d 2000 
· 

.
d tl , 

es mate at ca. or more) on a smgle date Bohlen (1989) 
sat ie frumpeter Swan was extirpated in Ill' · H th 

· 

, · , . . . . . 
mms. owevcr, ere have been recent reintroductions of this 

species m W1sconsm, and 1t 1s now occasional or uncommon in Illinois (J. Herkerl, pcrs. comm.). 
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This is especially tme in the centml 
part of the state where loss of high 
quality wetlands has been severe. 

Sand Lake is worthy of preserva­
tion because, as a high quality wet­
land, it can serve as a model for tl1e 
resioratiuu uf oilier breeding habitats 
for endangered and threatened bird 
species within the Illinois sand prairies 
and elsewhere. Unfortunately, there 
still remains the potentiality of drain­
age (= destruction) of the wetland_ 
When another flood occurs (and that 
is only a matter of time), it is likely 
that local citizens will exert. strong po­
litical pressure to initiate relief action 
which may well involve tlle drainage 
of Sand T ,a_ke. Hopefully, energetic 

activism by omitllologists and birders 
as well as oilier environmenta:lisL<> 
will prevent this destruction from oc­
curring. 
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The 1 99 5 Illinois 

Christm_as Bird Count 

Three major cold 
fronts beginning in early 

November pushed many 

birds, particularly water­

birds, oul of Illinois before 
the 1995 Christmas Bird 

Counlpcriod(l6Dec. 1995 

through2Jan. 1996). Snow 

covered most of northeasl­

ern Illinois and tempera­

tures were near normal. 

Eighty-seven percent of the 

counts had frozen water; 

only large bodies of water 

such as Lake Michigan and 
the Mississippi River re­

mained open. 

The mean low tem­

perature was 25 degrees F; 

the mean high was 37 de­

grees F. Some observers said the 

early cold weather concentrated birds 

at minimal open water areas and feed­

ing stations while others thought lhe 

cold weather forced out the water -

birds and less hardy landbirds. 

The 1995 CBC data encompass 
both scenarios; waterbirds were re­

corded in fewer numbers than the 
record-breaking numbers of the 1994 

CBC season (Johnson and Stokie 

1 995) while nuities were driven to 

feeders and nurseries at least in north­
ern Illinois. The 1995 CBC season will 

also be remembered as the best winter 
invasion of Northern Shrikes, even 

smpassing the 1994 CBC season. 

Observers set 9 new all-time 

state high .counts (and tied 2) for indi-
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victuals recorded within a count circle. 

Results from 60 counts included 147 

species (13 species less than the 1994 

CBC season). No count recorded 

more than 100 species but Rend Lake 

which had over 100 species for the past 

three years recorded the highest spe­
cies total of 98; in fact, Rend Lake 

was the only count to record 90 or 

more species. Only 10 other counts 
recorded 80 or more species. Rend 

Lake also had the highest number of 

individuals, 2, 108,814.  Fermilab-

Townsend's Solitaire. 24 Nov. 1 995. 
Lyons Woods Forest Preserve, Lake 
Co. This bird was recorded on the 
Christmas Bird Count. Photo by 
David B. Johnson 

Batavia once again took 

top honors for fielding the 

highest n umber of ob­

servers in the state, 88. 

(See Table I, page 97). 

Regularly 
Occurring 

Species 

Only two Common 

Loons were reported, one 
at M orris-Wilmington, 

(see photograph in Field 

Notes section of this issue) 

and one at Bird Haven. 

Pied-billed Grebe numbers 

seemedaboveaverage, 162 

in 18 count circles, includ­

ing the impressive counL 

of 25 individuals at Mor­
ris-Wilmington. In contrast, only 1 2  

Homed Grebes i n  3 count circles were 

recorded. Great Blue Herons are being 

recorded in higher numbers, 1029 
individuals in 48 count circles (see 

histogram). Except for the high count 

of Mute Swans at Calumet City-Sand 

Ridge, observers counted hardly any 

swan species. No Tundra Swans were 

recorded and Clinton Lake had the 

only re-introduced Trumpeter Swans. 
Several compilers mentioned all-time 

high counts for Canada Geese with 

19,867 and 3 1 ,586 individuals re­

corded at Barrington and Fennilab­

Batavia, respectively. While most 

waterfowl were low in numbers, 

Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Ameri­

can Wigeon, Common Goldeneye, 
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cu1d Red-breasred Merganser num-

bers !ncrca�e<l cun1pared \Vith ilie 
1 994 CBC season. Compilers also 

mentioned record high numbers of 

Red-tailed Hawks (see Table 2). Wild 

Turkeys are being recorded wiLh 

greater frequency along the Illinois 

and Rock rivers. 'The Illini and Rock­

ford counts reported record high 

numbers, 90 and 78, respectively. 

This was the CBC seasuu fur 
owls. D arrington recofded a high 
count of 23 Long-eared Owls; 

Fermilab-Bala via followed with 22 
individuals, and 13  were at Thorn 
Creek-Park Forest. Eighty .. seven 
Long-eared Owls were recorded in 18  
count circles. Forly-nine Shott-eared 

Owls were recorded in 16 counl 

circles. Kishwaukee detected a record 
three Northern Saw-wheL Owls. Only 
3 other central Illinois counts record­

ed single saw-whets, Princeton­
Cordova Middle Fork River Valley, 
and ForesL Glen Preserve. 

Red-headed Woodpecker num­

bers were down (929 compared with 

1677 last CBC season) yet Blue Jay 

numbers were up this year (8751 vs. 
8254 last CBC season). Perhaps jays 

were better detecled at feeding sLa-

ticns. 
bounded afLer last year's paltry num­

bers, 546 (in 49 count circles) (see 

hisLogram). Compilersrcpo1tedrecord 
counts for this nuthatch. 

Compilers also noted that Log­
gerhead Shrike numbers were down, 

42 individuals in 1 1  count circles 

compared with 85 individuals in 1 5  
count circles in 1994. House Finch 

numbers continue to increase; Rock­

ford had a record 698 birds and 

Fermilab-Batavia had 303, however 
..... ._ .-. , ,,,.�T 0 ..: ..:1 "  ..... . � --. '- --. - �  ,-, - - -- �  • � L. �-0LUL\..J V .. .1.UV llLilllU\..;• �  �CVHl LU ll d V C  

leveled (see histogram). Finally, the 

Eurci!iian Tree Sparrow appears to be 
moving right up the western Illinois 

river valleys and is being detecled as 

far no1tb as Van Patlen and Western 

Mercer. Northern counl observers 

along the Mississippi, Rock, and llli-
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nois river valleys should be on the 

lookoul Lo further document this spe­

cies' apparent expansion. 

Rarities 

The Lop rariLy was Waukegan's 

Townsend's Solitaire (see seasonal 

highlighLs in thi s  issue) and 

Kishwaukee' s  count period solitaire 
(see Meadowlark 5:2 for details) both 

appearing at old nurse1ics converted 

inLo foresl preserves. A close second 

goes Lo McHcnry's Varied Thmsh 

al a Ctyslal Lake feeding station (see 

seasonal highlights in Lhis issue). 

Four Ame1ican White Pelicans were 

al Pere Marquette. A Great Egret was 

recorded at Horseshoe Lake; solitary 

Ross' Geese appeared at Rend Lake 

and Pere Marquette; a Harlequin 

Duck was in the surf off Lake Michi­

gan at Evanston; Merlins were at 

Rockford, Springfield, Middle Fork 

River Valley, and Warbluff Valley. 

Immature B lack-legged Kittiwakes 

were at Evanston and Clinton Lake. 

The only Snowy Owl report was at 
Chicago Urban. Three Sandhill Cranes 

at Cypress Creek were noteworthy as 

were McHenry' s 68 count week birds. 

Joliet had the only Virginia Rail and 

the only American Woodcock was at 

Middle Fork River Valley. Calumet 

City-Sand Ridge had the only Great 

B lack-backed Gull plus 2 Lesser 

Black-backed Gulls. Chicago Lake­

front also recorded 2 Lesser B lack­

backed Gulls. A Carlyle Lake Lesser 

Black-backed Gull was recorded, a 

rarity in southern Illinois. Five East­

ern Phoebes were recorded, all in 

southern Illinois at Jackson, Crab 

Orchard, Union, and Horseshoe Lake. 

One Fish Crow was at Warbluff 

Valley; a Bohemian Waxwing (in 

Iowa) was at Muscatine and a count 

week bird was at Kishwaukee. An 
amazing 55 American Pipits (a 

new high counL) were at Horseshoe 

Lake. Spotted Towhees were tallied 

at Morris-Wilmington and Horsehoe 

Lake. 

Unusual warblers included an 

Vol. 5, No. 3 

Orange-crowned al Rend Lake, a 

Palm al Chicago Urban and solitary 

Pines al Crab Orchard and Rend Lake. 

Waukegan counLcrs once again Lied 

their Thayer' s Gull counl of 7 birds. 

Kishwaukec recorded 3 Northern 

A Brewer' s Blackbird was document- Saw-wheL Owls. WcsLern Mercer' s 

cd at Decatur. Three immaLure Indigo 

B untings were at Horseshoe Lake. 

The Northern Shrike staged an 
invasion this winter and was 
recorded on 19 Chrismtas Bird 
Count circles. This individual was 
photographed on 1 1  Feb. 1 996 at 
Lyons Woods Forest Preserve, Lake 
Co. by Eric Walters. 

The only Le Conte' s Sparrows were 

at Rend Lake (2), Jackson (1), and 

Cypress Creek (2). The only Vesper 

Sparrow was at Chicago Urban and 

single Harris' Sparrows were recorded 

at Fermilab-Batavia and Horseshoe 

Lake. 

High Counts 

All-time high state counts were 
1 8 1  Mute Swans at Calumet City­

Sand Ridge. An all-time high count 

of 14 Cooper's Hawks was recorded 

at Fermilab-Batavia. B ald Eagle 

numbers were at record levels winter­

ing along Illinois' rivers with a new 

IO-year high of 1870 individuals re­

corded for the state (see histogram). 

Thirty-four percent of the known aged 

Bald Eagles reported were immatures 

indicating a healthy young population 

winLeting in Illinois. Chicago Lake­

front recorded 4 Peregrine Falcons. 

92,068 Americ<Ul Crows w<L� an im­

pressiveall-time high tally. Rcx:kford' s  

1 10 Drown Creepers set a record. · i 'he 

aforementioned 55 Ameticm1 PipiL<; 

a t  Horseshoe Lake set a record . 

Waukegan's  8 Norlhern Shrikes was 

an impressive tally mid a record. Rend 

Lake's 310,800 Brown-headed Cow­

birds set a single circle high counl (a'> 

if we needed this high counl). 

Irruptive Species 

The best irruptive species for 
the second consecutive year was Lhc 
Northern Shrike with 54 individuals 

in 19 count circles (plus 6 sh1ike sp.). 

Many compilers reported all-time 

high counts for Northern Shrike in 

their circles. Irruptive winter finches 

were best represented by Lhe Pine 

S iskin, 1 7 1 1  (in 45 count circles) and 

Common Redpoll, 1 84 (in 22 count 

circles, none in southern Illinois) re­

corded for the state. Evening Gros­

beaks were tallied at Evanston (1), 
Andu lsia-B u ffalo ( 1 ) ,  Humiston 

Woods (3) and Rend Lake (2) plus 2 

count week birds at Clinton Lake for 

a ralher palLry showing. Crossbill 

species were conspicuously absent. 

Deletions 

One of the unpleasanl duties of 

the ChrisLmas Bird Counts editors is 

the deletion of rm·e or out-of-season 

species for which there are no con­

vincing details. Two Eastern Wood­

Pewces were dropped from this year' s 

CBC because no details were pro­

vided. This species has never been 

recorded on an Illinois CBC mid is in 

the Lropics long before the CBC period. 

The Brewer' s B lackbird contin­

ues Lo present diffieu ll  field identi­

fication problems on CBCs. Two 

Brewer' s B lackbird records from this 

season were noL accepted by the 

seven-member Illinois Ornithological 
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very rarely occimed in Illinois in win­

ter. Generally Brewer' s B lackbird is 

found in winter in pasture farm lots 

or horse stables, somelimes alone or 

in small flocks wilh blackbirds. 

The five Lark Sparrows reported 

at the new Jackson County Count 

were also not accepted by IORC. 

This species has never been recorded 

in Illinois in winter and the descrip-
tions did not convincingly rule out 
American Tree Sparrow. Finally, the 

Worm-eating Warbler from Warbluff 

Valley was not accepted by IORC. 
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0
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Illinois '95 Christmas Northern Counts 
Sp�tiei WAUK EVNS CHI LI C H ! L CALU � ! C H E  BARR FER�! LISL TCPF JOLI �10\\1 DE KA JLLI j ROCK KISH k."YCR SRSP TOTALS 

Common Loon I 

Pied-bi!J"1! Grebe 2 - 25 ' l 
Horned Grebe 1 
Double-cresteO C011nvrant 7 I 2 
Great Blue Heron -1 2 :' 6 I I J  1 :  1 6  5 6 4 4 35 
Black-crovmeii Nlght .. Heron 3 8 1 1  

swansp I � I 
h-fute Swan I 1 181 HC 1 8 I 2 2 I s 
Snow Goose 2 I 1 ;: 18 1 :! ; 1 

Canllda Goose 12130 573.1 f85 9 1 9  1082 29i9 19867 he J1586 he 10620 i 1 8 1 2  J735 I 1 i l :.J 96 1 1 .170 5868 2800 6 765 

Wpgd Duck 8 5 8 5 : l 1 : C\\ 7 1 1  he 1 

Green-\vinged Teal c\•.; 1 1-1 
American Black Duck 10-1 1 2  1 7  1 5  5 I 0 59 ji JO I :l3 2 -16 20 25 5 

�.fallard 2482 2088 2008 he .n 2682 636 1798 3956 -1 0 1 5  ro 1 1 8-1 28437 669 13563 317i he :393 190 
�!a!Jard X Black Hybrtd I I 

Northern Pintail 1 3 l 2 2 1 1  I I 
Northern ShO\'El ler l C\\' 8 

Gadwa!J 9 1 10 3 1 37 5::1 14  3 
Ar:lerican Wigenn I I  5 I 29 2 I 2 
Canvasback I I I 1 9  

Redhead 7 I 8 I 3 2 s 
Ring-necked Duck 5 1 8 .j 
Gtcalcr Scaup 1 8  I 1 1499 

Lcs:>ef Scaup 79 2 5 1 3 1 8  1 8  p, 

5COilp sp. 16 32 
H>rlMuln Duck 1 lmm. . I 
Ohl>quaw 8 

Common Goldcn<!ye 383 1 028 527 832 3.18 1 7 1  34  4 9 1  3 1 8  -129 1 6 3i7 

Bufllehead 48 6 I I  3 37 5 6 
Hooded Merganser 22 I D  1 2 2 7 1 1 8 :s 
Corrunon Mcrgnns0< 140 24 I 3-1 -18 2 ,1 ] 3  4 3 29 6089 : 23-1 

Red-breasted Mcrgans�r 72 461 h·o " 42 30 � 
mcr=r-1p. 5 1 3  

Rnddy Duck I I I 3 . I 
duck sp. 5 2 2 1  I 4Q 2 

TuPley Vulture l ps 
Bald Eagle I : -1 13 he 2 4 

adults I I I l 1 1 

unmatw"es I l 3 1 1  1 3 

eagle31l. I 
Northern Harrier 2 he I . 1 1  he I 15 2 3 1 12 2 1 I 4 
Shmp-JShinned Hewk .j 3 2 4 CW 4 3 3 3 6 he 5 I : 
Cooper'> Hawk 2 S he ;: 8 5 2 14 H C  � C\\' I 2 C\\T l 9 he 9 I 

NoTihom Gosha-.,·k cw C\\' I 2 
aodqiiter 11p, 1 I 1 2 

Red->houldctcd Hawk 2 1 l 2 I rn 2 3 2 

ReG.-tailed Ha\\•k 43 73 he 11  he I 53 51 104 he 116 he 1 0 1  70 43 n 1 7  5 2  he 148 he 99 8 4 1  

Rough-legged Haw!: 2 1 2  I 4 2 1 1  8 2 8 5 5 1 2  5 l� 1 1  3 6 

Amedcan Kestrd 2 1  3 1  i 38 19 23 37 .17 33 26 2� 35 he :?:7 he 29 I 37 7 33 

Merlin C\\' i • he 
Peregrine. Falcon l 4 HC 3 cw I 

:.. 



Illinois '95 Christmas Northern Counts 
Species WAllK EYNS CUI U C H I  L CALU � l C l l E  BARR FER�! LISL TCl'F JOLI � 1 mn OE KA ILL! ROCK KISH K)'CR SRSP TO J'ALS 

hawk sp I 5 2 3 
falcon s:p I I I I Rl!lg-necked Phcllsant I I 8 J ·l 5  7 1 6  1 2  1 7  s _ , 107 :8 : 6 

\\'Lid Turkey 1 2  5 I 90 he 78 ht 55 1 6  

Northern Bobwhite 7 I :  I 
,.lrglnlo Roll l J 
American Coot J I : 1 23 : J I :6 77G 3 : 

Sandhill Crane cw-6S cw 
Killdeer I ' -
Common Snipe J J I I z 7 I J I 

Bonaparte's Gull I 2 

Ring-billed Gull 6J 6 279 333 607 6·l5 J 1 56 1 1 1  :68 1 5 1  i2: :59 l I D' 

Herring Gull 629 83 98 82 I J J 6  I '.:!08 290 -19 }..) 633 :s 9 l O  I 1:� 

Thayer's Gull 7 HC 2 l • he 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 2• -· 

Glaucous Gull I l 2 
Gre:it Black-backed Gull 1 • I I 
Black-legged Klttll\�ke I urun . 

gull sp. 85 30 280 J J J  I J 7 2 J 
Rock Dove 3J6 766 6000 355 1 959 .JJ9 5-13 .JJ3 1 53J 500 J:!8 1 28 1 68 J68 778 160J he 133 :6: 

�!owning Dove 7 19 385 138 l 3:!J 1 78 1 1 2  5�9 he 3 9 1  J32 :78 96 103 19 833 he JG: 80 --
Eastern Screech-Owl 8 J J 8 J 7 J 2  5 I J 8 J ' 3 

Great Homed Owl 7 1 2  J 3 1 5  J O  I J  15 9 J I 7 7 1 0  1 0  I -
Snov.y 01\.·I l C\1y• I 
Barred Owl I c",: J.J 6 ' 
Lo11g-eared Owl 1 2J he 22 he 5 1J I 
Short-eared Owl <1 he 2 I 3 1 I = : 
Northern Saw-whet 0. .. -1 J HC 

O\\hp . I 

Belt«! Kingfuhar 3 9 6 j 2 5 8 1 5  5 b 5 he 6 7 1 3  2 -l 
Red-hoadcd Woodpocl:er 3 1 1 3 : I 3 8 2 
Re<l-bellied Woodpcokc� 54 55 30 he 12 :6 26 69 he 13 30 : J  4i 1 1  ':.7 he 63hc 60 6 33 
Y eUo\\·-bellied &tosucker 1 2 I cw I 1 l : l C\\' 5 he : 2 
Downy \Voodpecker 126 1 9 J  1 0 1  8 63 83 85 23:.I he 129 72 39 SJ 29 3 J  �41 he 2J I 1 6  5.J 

Hairy Woodpecker 45 64 29 s 12 7 28 he 19 3 8 J 5  2 J I 26 JO 5 J O  
Northern Flicker 4 I 3 3 J2 32 21 2 1 3 J I  2 8 J J  7 3 1 5  

Pileated -...;.;· oodpecker 1 • I I l 
woodpecker sp. I 

Horned Lark 9 8 3 1 0 cw 1 66 3 79 30 3 1  J I  5 
Blue Jay 87 14 22 108 85 26 J06 J JO 64 -- ::o 30 36 199 176 27 4� 
American Crow 5 03 1 9 J 6  859 4 1  2270 560 1 073 I 20J he 968 1 1 9 1  3 1 0  1 3 5  n o  1'1J 2890 2730 I "  :' J  J 
Black-capped Chickadee 55 1 587 2-t2 8 152 383 299 719 he 65J :os 128 I J J  58 10: 5J6 he 455 39 1 4 9  

Tufted Titmouse 1 3 2 1 7  22 1 4  46 8 1 4  I · - '" 58 he 10 J3 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 27 26 1 7  1 3  35 21 he 56 he J7 23 9 I 1 0  lie 2 53 27 
White-breasted Nuthatch 62 99 28 25 66 25 JOO he 132 77 :'.4 2J 26 :3 1 96 20J 15 J 5  
Bro\\ n Creeper 7 1 9  40 2 I 9 J 1 2J I I D  3 1  9 17 he 110 HC 6 J  3 1 2  
Carolina \Vren I cw cw I I I 3 C\\' 1 0  
Winier Wren 1 3 1 J J 3 l 3 3 2 
Golden-crowned Kinglet I 4 2 5 2 cw 3 13 5 : 
Eastern Bluebird 1 3 � 

Townsend's Solitaire 1 *ph I cw- I *  I 



.... �) Q Spoclrs 
H cmu1 Throsh 

carhar us Sl> 
:\.:nerican Robln 
V.211rll!d Thrush 
Brc\\ n Thrasher 

Bohemian \V:til'iing 

North•m Shrike 

shrike .sp, 

P�llm 'Yarbler 
Ytllnw·rumped Warble� 
N orthem Cardinal 
Eastern Towhee 
Spotud Towh"c 
American Tree Sparrqw 

Vt-�pcir Sp:>:rrow 
Savannah SpatrO'o\I' 

Sol1ll, Soru:row 

Swan;ip Sp•rrow 
White·thronted Sparrow 

H�1rris' Sparrow 

D��yed Junco 

Snow Buntinn 
Rcd-willged Blackbird 

Eastern }.-1eado•.vla:;-k 

Ru.ty Blackbird 
blackbird $10. 

Common Grackle 

Brown-headed i::owbird 
I Purple Finch 

C<!Jnn1Qa Rodpoll 
Pine Siskin 
_·\merican Goldfinch 

E""w Grosbe'lk 

House Sparrow 
exotics: [1'1onlc Parakeet I 
rR.inl!ed-turtJe Dove] 

Total. sp.ecia 
To"'1 individuols 

WAl'K EYNS C H I  l' 

283 '.OJ 

I G l  1 5 :  1 3  
8 HC 5 he 

1620 
1 · 

360 1 3 3  

527 2 1 5  

1 ·  

5 he 
34 3 1  

1 1  '.! 
27 17 :o 

654 675 273 

l l 8  he 
4009 

CW 

133 

75 71 
:77 337 1 55 

1 076 1 382 

[7] [ l] 

72 73 i'9 

28991 20995 20093 

Illinois '9 5 Christmas Northern Counts 

Cll l L C.\Lll MCHE BARR FER'\! L!SL TCPF J O LI 

1 9  189 28l 
1 "  ph 

1 3 G  8 5  

7 he 

81 c18G :s:-6 he 2-173 he 5 1 C4 1647 9�9 

) ] 9  l 1 8  23 1 71 

208 m 679 694 5 1 :  389 29:::: 

4 he 
1 5 57 16 1 2  

1 5 99 he 17 13 
188 he 30 8 

35 he 
1 * ps 

8 365 398 810  565 -l02 3 1 8  

cw 

69 34 40 100 500 

50 

14 :s 

295 
8 1 0  

245 1 0 1  269 303 he :s; 157 82 

32 

:s 106 78 183 
13 132 16 120 23 1 305 130 45 

21 785 770 730 832 105-J 1:46 627 
[6) (14] 

[20] [5 1] 
28 71 58 55 70 66 46 65 

3429 17732 9039 30957 46087 28519 9557 l l l73 

�10\\'I DE K_\ ILL! ROCK KISH K\'CR SRSP TOV.LS 

28 he 

2G 

�he 6 he 

1 555 1601 339 2398 3173 5 18 3333 

64 -iO: 55 s· 

C'.Y 

1 3 0  268 1974 803 7 5  
J "  

C\\' 

1 7  15 13 87 2 1  

55 
1 2  1 3  he SJ he 

93 1io 95 1031 958 1 6 1  346 
20 CW 

1 06 

10 he 

8 he 67 he 

84 cw 509 
3 1 :  2 1 699 

JO 14 
6: 1 13 13 698 he 630 20 

15 10 
20 83 164 39 

3.1 4 5  179 175 43 1 0 1  

4 0 1  �52 4 5 6  1 1 30 1477 5 13 

!31] 
[Tl) 

40 69 72 73 33 65 

57268 4770 35258 23986 19963 1 6360 
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Illinois '95 Christmas North/Central Counts 

l.":orthem I Central 
S P E C I ES FREE WTP1'1 PRfN I \"ANP SCH_.\. SA\.,\ CL J..\ l'C I A  IJA I A  A.J.� D l l  .l\1 li I A  1' I f RY FGPR CIL.\ 1\ 1  ln!WD n 1 .0�1 D E C..\. Cllll,. l'EOK CIL�L; l o r.u.s 

Double-crested Cormor1nl 

Gr!!"3l Blue Heron 1 3  5 1 6  1 0  
l'I 

1 1  
Gre;:ll�r \\ lute-fron1�d Goose 
Sno\\" Goose 9hc 1 5  
Ca.n:i.da Goos:: 369 232 533 1 6 1 J  6000ltc I OS 1 56 560 3?82 ! 052 3 1 28 1 595 
Wood Dud: 

Green- \\ i.ftE?.ed Teal 1 5  �A�m •• �ri�can�B�l-"c�k�D�u-c�k���ii�-,-nc�-;-��-+���1--��-t-��-1-���1---6�2�+-��-+�-1 6�-+��---+�-=--�- l-�l ��-l-��---+��, �.+-��-+-��---+��, .�?0�-1-�,-, �'---1-:�+-�'--- I ·�-=--� � 

�l;lllard 88 235 J53 lO 1 6 1 '. 190 2738 t 260 250 I OOUhc 1 1  1 1 2 1 1 8  1 535 1 5000hc 2-55 

Northern Pintail I 4 .Jhc 91\c 

R«lheod 
Rm�·nocked Duck I S  
Greal:::r Scaup She 
Lesser Sc:i.up 1 7  150 I I  30 1 5  

Oldsqu::iw 
Ccmmon G<!ldeneyc 58 58 206 ':'25 200 l2 385 

lJ 
Hooded �krga.ns�r 
Common !\lerganser 26 36: 60 36 56 
Red-bre:isted 1'1erganser 
Ruddv Duck 

dud: ip 35 

B:ild Eaglo 1 2  1 55 85 1 62 6i 100 
adults 83 1 39 57 I I I  36 69 
immatures 58 J 6  28 5 J  3 1  
wtlmo"'TI 1 3  

Northern HJ.ITier 
6hc 5 

Coop'.!r'S H::iwk 1 9hc 

Nort.h�rn Gosr1.1wk 
::icc1puer sp 

Red-shoulder�d Ha\\-k 
Rcd-tJ.ilcd H::iwk .J5 3 1  2 3  43 28 35 JOhc 25 25 
Rough-lcgg�d Ho.wk I I  1 9  

35hc 1 7  J 9  29 1 8  3 2  .JS 1 .J  29 

Per�gnnc F3..lcon 
fakon sp 
h:.w:k :;p 

Gray P;inndge 1 5  
Rrng-ncci.-ed Phcasa.nt 12  2 6  J S  331!c J O  
11·ud Turkey 50 290 4 1  30 10 I 

cw 

C\\' 

C\\1 

353 

J h)"b 

2 1  

ID 

Inc I 

1 30"." 60 i 

3-1 

3S 

:1 I 93 
36 

:? 
56 l  59  \ 5-13 

GS 
JS 35 

J1 lJ 35 

.l 

59 6 1  

J S  

I '  



Illinois '95 Christmas 

SPECIES YREE \\TPN PRIN SCILA SAY,\ CL IA PC I.\ 
Northern Bobwlute I l  1 2  

161 
S:indh.ili CrJ .. 1 1 e  

C('ltDmon Sru� 

BorUtplnc:'s Ciull 
Ring· billed GLUI S8 69 1656 
Herring Gull 1 9 7  Jj] 95 1 52-l 

Thoyot• Gull I nc 
Gaurous Gull 
Block-legged Klttlwake 

Rock Oo\'c 5'.:·:lhc 1 48 57 505 t 1 9  1 53 1  

hlmunll\g Co�e 63 1 46 1 6> 138 sr 
Eastern Scrs�ch-Owl cw 7 
G1<11t Horr.ed O"i I I  I J  1 3  

Long-ear�d -Jwl 

rNonhem Sa,\--whet Ow1 
Bel1'd Kmgfisher 

R.O·headed Woodpecker 
1 3  20 36 46 30 2S 

\"dlow·bolhed S.psucker 
: 1  38 22 60 87 I IS 

Hauv Woodpec<er 7 1 5  28 23 
Nocthtm Fl.lckcr j l 7  l l  1 0  
Pileatcd Woodptcll':r I D  

Homed Larl: Li5 l SO 62 29 3 1  

Blue la•• 60 1 6  156 20 180 1 28 

Amcrkan. Cw· ... • 103Jhc 14 S.JO 1 0 1  282 208 1 s:s 
Blacl:·c•ppod Cluckadec 1 1 0  66 !SS 125 1 3  273 t55 

Carol.Ln<:i Chidadee 
Tufted TLtrn�use 32 1 9  1 3  S i hc 65 

I S  1 1  

While-breasted Nuthatch 29 29 1 3 34 43 106 1 09 
Brown Cr.::r:pc:r 1 2 1 4  1 3  1 9  

I I  
Wmter \\"ren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Wt�m Blue bi; d 
Hrnni1 Thrush 

,4i.mencrul. Rcibin l.J 
IGra\' Catbtrd 
Nar.l!mt ,\locldngblrd 
Bohemian \\�3..n\ing 

35 i 71 :o l l J  1 0  5• 
Nonh1:m stm1,. 

North/Central Cormlts 

1 1  

l"I  

3 1  

SS 

l l  

166 

SS 

1 1 0 

1 9  

I Coirral 
HL0.\1 CLLK DEC.\ CHI L PEOR CIL.\U TOT.\LS 

6 1  I �  

"' 

ll 20 

32 IC· 

1 2  5 1  

: nd7 
1 0 

1 3  

J- --10 1 o::s 839 25-H J 3G 

!•I 

3
9-- 1-��-t-��-+���t--�����-t-�-:4�-t-�:-. 3�-r-�5-,�t---1-: 1_0___,___,_3_1�+-��-j 

66-l 
-l5hc 

I I  31ic 

1 8hc 

l 

33 13 
51 1 21hc 

17Jhc 
iO 
'.·3 

i S  

83 
30: 

3 r  14000 
226 

::'.OObc 
256hc 

6hc 
l ?.S  1 37hc 
1 9 

5hc 

I' (In IA) 
911 T' 

34 

96 

I 1 :  

I S  

I S  
1 8  

5 1 0  

1 66 
18� 

1 08 

1 5  

I D  

2 J  

88 

P l  

:u. 

4 1  
63 

6 1  

1 5 

2 1  

6 2  522 
52 

1 8  I 9  

6 6  

1 9  
cw 

1 24 1-09 
lJ 1 02 

I I  26 

6 l 
28 32 

I I 2 1  

1 

1 2  

1 ·  

60 20 831 
l l O  1 05 221  39 

23 I J  

1 4  I I  
2S 

30 20 68 so 80 

63 80 1 03 95 
1 2  1 6  1 6  

I S  3 1  1 4  2 0  
9h c  l l  

so 
ISi  1 69 S39 

1 �02hc 606 258 303 205 
1'0 IJS 1 
33 84 85 

3 1  23 66 69 

:o 1 6 I I  
1 4  1 3  

1 0  

1 4  

1 8  20 
54 
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Illinois '95 Christmas North/Central Counts 
J . .\·ort/lcrlt IC1..·11tra/ 

SPEOES FREE \HPN PRJN SCIH S.·\\"A CL IA l'C L.\ D.-\ IA t\lll i.A 1\lflff FGl'H CIL.\M I ll�!\YD I BL01\I  CLLh: IJEC..\ CHIL P[OH CHAU TOTALS 
Lo•�h,,.d Sltrik' 

t;:-sl_mk_·_,�'P�·::,-.,-����-�-:-:-:-:-:---i�-::-::--+--::c:-::---+--:-:-::---i�,--�+---:�-+��--i�--:�+-�---+--:�--11---'=-,--- l----:�-+��--1i--��+-�,----+-��--1--:� --i���+----.,���--,� i--:��� Eurov-!an S l arliJ1g 2 1 22hc -'108 359 903 IJ , 2 1 6 1 8 1 000 )l . 9 - 1 6 3 1 -6 I SO� 1 536 33Yi -17..J 1 0-15 2S20 6 5 1 0  ') I 1 63-
Y�Uow-n.unp�d \\'arbler 2 ] 3 
Northcm Clfdmal 67 .j; '71 91 106 2-J 1 55 500 J J <:i  391 2D3 

59 670 500 49 - 109 23-1 

Fidd Sp:um·"' 9hc 

3 0 J60 82 

1 8 5  353 

SS 

J O I  
"' 

1 5(1 256 

630 

S I S  

S ::i.nnn.J..h. Svarro-« cF�o-x�S-parr�o�"-. �����-���--t�-,-�+-��-t-��--t�-,--�+-��-t-��--t���+--�l-l �t-��+-��- l·���t-��+-�-1 �+--��-t-��--i���+-��-,-� �+-��-t·���� 
Smll' Sp:ur,c.w -13 1 4  JS 35 .w 3 1  _ 16S ·8 a-
Lu1coln's Spmow 2hc 

\\ 1Ute-cr01•:n:::d SpillTOW 28 
Otuii:--eycdJunco 1-lci 111 236 
Lopbnd Um<mW- 550hc 
Snow Buntmg 

Eastern i'-.le:i.dm ... ·\ark 
Rusty Bfackbrrd 

bhcl;b"d sp 
Brev.�er's Bbd:b\fd 

Common Grad:.l: 

Bro.,..01-h-endcd Cowbird 
Purple Fmch 
IB0use Fmch 1 1 0 
Common R:dpoll 2hc 
Pme Sis� 
,·l..mcncan Goldfinch 35 

35 
1 02 

55 32 

19 27 
9-l ll 

.JOO 
Ill 

33 

17 
.19 

283 76 53S �03 

? I 

30 

t ·� 
16 

95 2 
25 29 
�6 170 S I  

6 
37 

366 1 :0 
cw C\\' 

J O !  

36 1 3  1 8  3o 

1 0  

0 1 2  �01 306 
S I  39 15  

'i68 

3o 

S< 
1 9  S3 SO he 

333 I S  1 sc ! 69 1 35 
1 3  <he 

:s 
1 6 2  1 03 1 33 17S 1 1 : I l l  

20 1 9  

I J  \ 6  
1 5 

93 1 9 5  

30 

3J 
cw 1 6  

3 •  65 

3S 

c w ( 2 l  

1 6  

1 3 0  

1 ·  

3-1 , 

11 
3 1 3  

85 JO 

90 

10 ... 

1 60 

S08 

�.::s 

155 

:os 1 380 I �63 Holl.5e Sp:l.ITO\\" I 100 13 I -129 182 986 I �)09 I 002 2-136 :%..! I 060 I 039 836 l -l5 � 01-15 
El!.I::isw11 Trc� SpJJT0\\' I I i SO 

I SJ 

,_T_o_cw�S�p.ca_·u�����-<-�4-5�� �-s�o,-1-..,,..6 •�-��4_1�-1-�z-3�1-�60�-�,1---?-!�-1-�8-6�- i-�6-!� ___!2___ ; ��?�G�·'t -�GJ-=--��6-6��-�4�1�,___4_G�-o-�8_4�� -�G_7�1---�'8=--- �--'6�5�-1---'s�1����-• 
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Owl Skirmish 
Story and photos by Eric Walters 

At 8 a.m.,  on 15 Nov. 1995, at the north­

eastern point of the Northwestern Univer­

sity landfill in Evanston, Cook County, I 

saw a bird flying southbound just above 
Lake Michigan's surface. A group of gulls 
was attacking the bird, nearly driving it 

into the water. When the gulls reached 

land, they handed the harassment over 

to a small group of crows. 

B y  now, it was obvious 

that the bird being attacked 
was a Long-eared Ow 1 (Asio 
otus), which had landed 

against a wall, and was 
eyeing the crows circling 
overhead. (Photo 1) .  

The o w  1 then directed 
its attention at me, tl1e third 
intruder into 
(Photo 2.) 

The owl flew south 

(Photo 3) only to have the 

·. ) ... � 1 

crows aggressively begin the chase (Photo 4). 

·' 

Afler a brief skirmish in the air (Photo 5), the owl flew 
southeast over the lake leaving the crows behind. 

Vol. 5, No. 3 

-Eric Walters 
7714 North Marshfield 

Chicago, IL 60626 
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Seasonal Hinhl iahts - Winter1 995 /1 996 � u-

High Numbers of Glaucous Gulls 
at Lake Calumet 

Thousands of gulls rest on the ice and feed at 
the landfills near Lake Calwnet in winter. From February 
through early March, Lake Calumet also serves as a 
staging area for gulls returning northward ac, water� 
farther south begin to thaw. Searching through the large 
flocks at these times can produce high numbers of the 
less common gulls that visit lllinois. 

On 1 1  Feb. 1996, my wife. Chrisline, ;md I visited lbe 
Lake Calumet area. From the southern edge of the lake, 
\l/C sa\v t..�ousands of gulls sta..1.ding on the ice and swi.111-
ming in the open water on the lake. Unfortunately, the 
<U"eas where the gulls were congregating were quite di 
slant from our vantage point, but we were nonetheless 
able lo pick out three Glaucous Gulls (Larus hyperboreus) 
as well as two Great Black-backed Gulls (L. marinus). 
The l<U"ge size and distinclive plumage of these species 
made them stand out, even at a distance. 

Hoping lo see some of the r&er winter gulls closer, we 
also checked all other nearby open water areas including 
the main body of the lake. At the mouth of the Calumet 

River, we polled one more Glaucou Gull. The big find, 
however, was when we checked the slip of water j ust 
south of the lake. Feeding on the ice there were six more 
Glaucous Gulls, all at close distance. One more Glaucous 
Gull we observed at Ule O; Hrien Lock and Dam on the 
Little Calumet River brought our total of Glaucous Gulls 
for the day to 1 1 .  

Previously rnported occurrences u f  1 0  or  more 
Glaucous Gulls in Illinois include t11e following sightings: 
4 March 1995, Christine and I observed 12 Glaucous 
Gulls in Chicago, including 10 at Lake Calumet; 12  
March 1 994 an astounding 22 Glaucous Gulls were 

counted on Lake Calumet by several observers (Chapel 
1 994) (Shortly before rhis date on 2 March 1994, I tallied 
21 Glaucous Gulls at Lake Calumet). In addition, 1 1  
Glaucous Gulls were recorded lhe winier of 1 983/84 in 
the St. Louis area (Bohlen 1989); while 9 to 12 were 
t:ee!! c-r.. 30 D�c. !�80 and. al �east 10 Uui"--ing .hu1uary 
1971 (Mlodinow 1984). 
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Lake County Barrow's Goldeneye 

On 20 Jan. 1 996, while checking l11e Lake 
Michigan harbors in Lake County, Tll inois, I discovered 

an adult male Ilarrow' s Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) 
at Winthrop Harbor. The bird was inside l11e jelly at the 
NorthPoint Marina with at least a dozen Common 
Goldeneycs (B. clangula) and at least six Buft1chcads 
(B. albeola). All of U1ese birds were in a small area of 
open waler just sout11 of the outlet to Lake Michigan. 

As I was scanning the diving ducks in lhe small patch 
of open water, I noticed that one of the male goldencyes 
appeared to be darker than the rest. Upon further inspec­
tion, I noted tllat the white facial lores were crescenl­
shaped rather than the oval shape on the other birds. 
The bird's sides showed more black than the rest of the 
goldeneyes present. 1l1ese characters dislinguish Bairnw' s 
from the Common goldencyes (Madge and Bum 1988). 

As I approached for a closer look, all the diving ducks 
took flight and circled a few times before heading south. 
As t11ey circled, I noted that the Barrow's Goldeneye dis­
played darker upperparts compared with ti'lc Corrnnon 
Goldeneyes. 

An adult male Batrnw's Goldeneye w<L� seen at the 
same location the winter of 1995 (Johnson 1995). 
Mlodinow (1984) listed only 11 dates since 1955 for this 
rare winter visitor in the Chicago area. 
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Townsend''s Solitaire 
Win!J�Jr§ Neanr W01ukeg31r;1 

On 25 Nov. 1 'JCJ5, T ventured into Lyons Woods 

Forc:;t Preserve at Ilic edge of Waukegan in Lake County. 

This woodlot was formerly an evergreen nursery; grown 

spruces and pines offered prime habitat for winter 

finches. Where the main path first spli L<>, I found myself 

surrounded by evergreens and decided to play a tape of 

a scolding wren to elicit a crossbil l response. 

Within momcnL5, a thrush-like bird Hew up to the top 

of a tall sprnce facing me. Since I had seen a Townsend' s 

Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) in Rockford days before 

(sec Meadowlark 5:62), l lrnew ilmnediatcly what I was 

looking at. The upright postme, slim build, dark long tail 

with white outer tail feathers, conspicuous eye ting, cu1d 

overall gray color verified the identification. 

A westward movement of solitaires may have occur­

red in November 1995 as additional records were reported 

from Rockford and the Indiana Dunes Stale Pmk. The 

U irec n�conl:; were �;eparatcd by 0 1 1 l y about 1 00 mi les. 
Westerly winds prevai led in the weeks prior lo rny f ind. 

The Lyons Woods bird fed on the plentiful berries of 
the arbor vitae and fruit bushes. Inll:rcstingly, thl: bird 

s<mg several times. It survived n umerous severe cold 

�;naps. The bird ww; last seen 2 l  .I an. 1 996. 

Since the first minois occurrence of Townsend ' �; 

Solitaire 1 20 years ago ( Ford 1956), there have been 

1 6  slate records: 1 2  from the norlhern sector, 9 from the 

northeast, 4 from Lhe Morton Arboretum, and 2 from 
Lake County. 

The two fall/winter 1 995/1996 records m\� th(; first 

in Illinois since 1986. Mlodinow (1984) lists six records 

for northeastern Illinois. Correc tions and additions lo 

this list are 26 Dec. 1 959 through Febrmu-y 1 960 al 

Morton Arboretum (l llinois Audubon B ulletin 1 1 3: 1 5), 
19-22 Nov. 1 977 at Chicago' s Olive Park near Navy 

Pier (Ame1ica:n Birds 32:214), 22 Oct. J 985 al Chicago's 

No11h Avenue Beach (Ame1iccu1 Birds 40: 1 22) and 5 Jan. 

1 985 at Morton Arboretu m  (Morton Arboretum 1 985 

bird list). 
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Varied Thrush 
Visits McHenry County 

Townsend's Solitaire, 25 Nov. 1 995. Lyons Woods, Lake Co. 
Photo by David B. Johnson. 

The weekend before Thanksgi v i n g  

1 995, Sandra and Tom Hall discovered a beaut.iful 

robin-like bird they later identified as a Vaiied 

Thrush (lxoreus naevius) visiting their feeder i n  

Crystal Lake, McHenry County. A good friend of 

theirs, Nm1Cy Williamson called Gill Moreland of 

The Nature Conserv<mcy who confirmed it was a 

Vm·ied Thrush. Morelm1cl, along with Willimnson, 

Kevin Buller, ancl Peggy Duffy also recorded the 

bird on 1 6  Dec. 1995 during lhe McHenry County 

Christmas B ird Count. They arrived at about 

2 p.m.,  mid an hour later, saw the Varied Thrush. 

The Halls told !hem the bird was typically seen 

about 3 p.m. each day. 

Vot 5, No. 3 



the bird . On 14 Jan. 1 996, Al Stolde, Rick Siebert. Bob 
Etickson, Jeff Sanders, Barb Meding, and I drove to the 
Halls and caught Tom Hall in his driveway. While talking 

to him, we saw the thrush in a large lree next to his house. 
This beautifully colored male had a rich, wide buff orange 
stripe above its eye and rectangular-iike buff/orange 
marks from the tertials to the primaries. Its smooth, 
pumpkin-colored breast featured a dark band. When the 
bird turned, we observed an ice-blue back. 

pili i"iU-1gc Is we Vv'C::>i Cuw;t uf i�uru1 /unerica, they 
prohahly rrecnr every winter in Illinois in s1na1l !!U!nhers. '' 

Most records are from northern Illinois between 21 Nov. 
and 1 May. The McHenry Counly Varied Thrush was 
last seen on 22 April 1996. 
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feeders. B ohlen (1989) said that "even though their princi-

-Renee Baade 
3315 Cardinal Lane 

Woodstock, IL 60098 
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In Memory of Roger Tory Peterson 

Roger Tory Peterson, the most prominent ornithologist and conservalionist of our time, 
died on July 28, 1996. Mr. Peterson not only helped bring the world of birds, bullerflies, 
trees, and other natural wonders closer to the general public, bul he also uisplayed a 

conservation ethic in everything he did. Following is a brief quote from Mr. Peterson for 
birders to ponder. This is taken from the Peterson Field Guides: Eastern Birds. 1980. Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, Massachusetts 02108: 

Birds undeniably contribute to our pleasure and 

siundard of living. But they are aiso sensitive indicators 

of the environment, a sort of "ecological litmus paper, " 

and hence more meaningful than just chickadees and 

cardinals to brighten the suburban garden, grouse and 

ducks to .fill the sportsman 's bag, or rare warblers and 

shorebirds to be ticked off on the birder 's checklist. The 

observation of birds leads inevitably to environmental 

awareness. 

-Roger Tory Peterson 

It is our hope that, in memory of Roger Tory Peterson, environmental awareness remains 
at the top of every birder' s  list. 

Meadowlark 
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Comrrwn Goldeneye and Red-breasted Merganser drawing by Brian K. Willis. 

The 199 5/1 996 
WINTER SEASON 

T h e  1 995/l  996 winter season was highlighted b y  
lingering western strays, some of which stayed for a sig­
nificant part of the period. These include 2 Townsend's 
Solitaires, a Varied Thrush, B o hemian Wax wings, a 
Spotted Towhee, a H arris' Sparrow, and Pine Grosbeaks. 
Thirty-two species of waterfowl were detected including 
Harlequin Duck. Exceptionally large numbers of White­
fronted, S now, and Ross' Geese were reported in the early 
spring movements. Most dabblers and divers were found 
in lower than usual numbers. 

All hawk species were found in good to normal 
numbers statewide with a February sighting of a Gyrfal­
con being the best report. The wintering Bald Eagle pop­
ulation continues its steady climb. Red-tailed Hawks also 
seemed abundant at certain locales. 

Gulls disappeared from the Chicago lakefront most of 
the winter. They appeared to have shifled southward. An 
exceptional example of birding coverage of gulls and gull 
hotspots was the sighting of what was likely the same 
B lack-legged Kittiwake at three locations. Initially seen 
along Lake Michigan, then at Clinton Lake, the bird 
wintered for the balance of the period on the M ississippi 
River at Alton. Another rarity was Mew Gull . Lesser 
B lack-backed Gulls are the most likely dark-backed species 

A special thanks is extended to all contributors to this 
report, who are listed here in full and by initials following 
each observation: Renee B aade (RBa), David Bohlen, 
Richard Biss, Ron Bradley (RBr), Terry Carter, Robert 
Chapel, Elizabeth Chato, Paul Clyne, Bob Danley, Myrna 
Deaton, Judy De Neal, Josh Engel, Carolyn Fields (CFs), 
Michelle Georgi (MGe), Brad Grover, Dave Gruver, Mary 
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to be found in the state. Owl species totals were near nor­
mal, although Snowy Owls were scarce again. 

Red-breasted Nuthatches were widespread, but in small 
numbers. Winter Wrens were scarce. Northern S hrikes 
staged another big invasion year, larger than last year's .  
Wintering sparrows could be fou nd if habitat was avail­
able. Good numbers of Lapland Longspurs and S now 
B untings were found following cold, snowy fronts. As 
usual, finches were a mixed bag. No species pu t in a large 
in-uptive presence, but the numbers were just  high enough 
to keep observers interested. 

The weather forced some boreal/arctic species south­
ward. Few observers will forget the historic cold of late 
January/early Febru ary. Yet the month o f  February 
finished 4 degrees above normal. This illustrates the roller 
coaster temperatures of the entire period, extreme cold 
followed by above-average warmth. In southern Illinois, 
the lake at Crab Orchard NWR froze at least four times. In 
recent years it has been only once or twice, if at all. The 
short duration cold snaps started in November and 
appeared to drive many marginal wintering species out of 
the state. December and January finished 1 to 2 degrees 
below normal. January had 10 to 60 % above-normal precipi­
tation, which was mostly snow. 

Beth Hallett (MHt), Jim Herkert (JHe), Cary Hillegonds 
(CI-Ii), Larry Hood (LHd), Melvern Hoff (MI-lo), L. B arrie 
H unt, David Johnson, Lee Johnson (LJo), Dan Kassebaum 
(DKa), Greg Lambeth, James Landing, Dennis Larson 
(Dln),  Eric L u n dq u ist (EL u ) ,  Walter M arcisz,  John 
McDaniel (JMd), Cynthia McKee (CMc), John McKee 
(JMc), Keith McMullen, Massey Meents (MMe), Joe 
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Dennis Oelu11.ke, Jack Pomatto, 
Dale Ponti u s, Judy Pollock 
(JPo); John Purcell (JPu), M ark 
Siefferl (MSe), John S uchecki 
(JSu), Leonard S tanley, Alan 
S tokic ( A S t), Eric W alters, 
Doris Westfall (DWe), Richard 
Whitton (RWh) . Waterfowl 
surveys from Michelle Georgi 
(MGe) and M assey Meent s  
(MMe) are aerial survey esti­
mates. 

Horned Grebe 
r\·1C: 50. Da1d. f ': J Jt1n_ (DKa): 1 5 .  
CONWR, 2 6  Dec. (BD). Others: 3 ,  
LCNP, 25 Feb. (CMc, JMc); 2, 
GLPSP/Dresden L, 28 Jan. (JM); 
Rock R (Winnebago Co), 1 1 -20 
Feb. (BG);  Spfld, 25 Dec. (DB ). 

Double-crested Cormorant 
MC: 6, Braidwood, 29 Dec. (JM); 
3, Spfld , 26 Dec. (DB) .  LD: G Jan., 
L Decatur(MD). 

Great Blue Heron 

Winter 1995-96 
Field Notes 

Common Loon, 30 Dec . .l 995. Braidwood, Will 
Co. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. A loon was also 
observed here on 20 Dec. 1995 anl.1 5 Jan. 1 996. 

MC: 44, Cari. i ,, 23 Dec. (Kivi). 
Others: 9, Splld, wintered (DB); 4, 
LCNP, 7 Jan. (CMc,JMc); 4, 
Lockport., 25 Dec. (CA)· l wintered, 
Techny ( ook Co)(JL); 3, Fermi, 

Common Loon 
LD: 29 Dec.- 5 .Tan., Braidwood 
(JM) - first Will Co winter record; 28 Jan., Dresden L (fide RB); 
30 Dec., Spfld (DB) .  

21  Jan. (JSu); 3 , I3olingbrook (Will 
Co), 17 Dec. (WM); Kennekuk Park (Vermilion Co), 24 Jan. 
(DWe); Peoria L&D, 13 Jan. (LHd). 

Pied-billed G rebe 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 

MC: 50, CON WR, 26 Dcc. (DD); 25, Spfld, wintered (DI3 ) ;  2 1 ,  
Will & Grundy Co' s, 3 0  Dec. (JM). Others: Rock R (Winnebago 
Co), wintered (I3G); 1 wintered, LCNP (CMc, JMc); 6 Jan. (2), 
Little Calumet R (Cook Co)(WM); 23 Dec.; Skokie (EW); 2 
Dec., Wauk (ASt). 

MC: 5,  Whistler Woods FP (Cook Co), 30 Dec. (WM). LO: 3 
Dec. (imm.), Saline Co (JD). 

Tundrn Swan 
MC: 8 (5 imm.), Chi (Meigs Field), 16 Dec. (EW,JE).  Others: 
imrn., Spfkl, 5-24 f'cb. (DI3); 2 ad . ,  Crane L (Mason Co), 13 J an. 

As a printing aide, the following abbreviations have been used throughoul tbis report: 

ad 
Co (s) 
subad. 
CA 

FP 
2nd 
FWA 
3rd 
IDNR 
mm. 
!NHS 

L 
resp. 
LD 
rn.ob. 
L&D 
est. 
MC 
NC 
NP 
l'\.l\lJI) l. � ,.. , ' '"  

R 
SA 
SF 
SP 

1 1  'l 
JI. JI. �  

= adult 
= Counly(ies) 
= subadult 
= Conservation Area 
= fi.tsl wi11 lcr plumage 
= Forest Preserve 
= second winter 
= Fish and Wildlife Area 
= Li�ird v"·intar plurrlage 
= Ill. Dept. of Natural Resources 
= immature 
; Ill. Natural History Survey 
= documented 
= Lake 
= respectively 
= late departure 
= many observers 
= Lock & Darn 
= estimated 

maximum count 
= Nanire Center 
= Nature Preserve 

t� ational VvTildiift! R.,;f ugt! 
River 
spring ru.rival 
State Forest 
State Park 

Carl. L = Carlyle Lake (Clinton & Bond Cos) 
Chi = Chicago ' s Lake front Pru.·ks, excluding JP (Cook Co) 
Clin.L = Clinton Lake (De Witt Co) 
CONWR = Crab Orchard NWR (Williamson Co) 
renni = Fcrmilab (Batavia, Du Page Co) 
GLPSP = Goose Lake Prairie SP (Grundy Co) & HeicleckeL 
GLNTC = Great Lakes Naval Training Center (Lake Co) 
IBSP = Illinois Beach State Park (Lake Co) 
jp = Chicago's Jackson Park (Cook Co) 
LC al = Lake Calumet & vicinity (Cook Co) 
LChau = Lake Chatauqua NWR (Mason Co) 
LCNP = La Salle County Nucleru.· Plant (La Salle Co) 
LRen = Lake Renwick (Will Co) 
LV"'FP = Lyuu ,s Vv"oods FP (Lake Co) 
M.Arb = Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co) 
MM = McKee Marsh (Du Page Co) 
MNTP = Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie (Will Co) 
MP! ,&D = Mel Price Lock & Darn (Madison Co) 
Spfld = Springfield (Sangru.non Co) 
UCCA = Union Conntv Conservation Arca 
Wauk "" Waukegan (Lake Cu) 
PWW = Pratl Wayne' s  Woods .Forest Preserve (Du Page Co) 

A number in parentheses ( ) indicates the nwnber of birds observed at 
a pru.·ticular location or on ;1 particular date. 
No number signifies single birds. Dates, counts or sites undrelincd 
and boldecl represent very early/late dates or counts unprecedented or 
extremely significant for the state or that region. 
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(RC ct al) ;  8 Jan ., Mississippi R (M<1dison Co) (Dl<a); JO Dec., 
Lake Foresl (fide RI3).  

Tr u m  peter Swan 

MC: 7 imm. (unhanded), Crane L (Mason Co), 13 Jan . (RC el al) .  
Others : imm.,  I3 uckharl (Sangamon Co), 2 Dec. & 3 Jan. (DI3); 

3 (wilh Wisconsin bands), Clin.L, 2 Dec. (MD). 

Mute Swan 

MC: 68, Wolf L (Cook Co), 27 Jan. (WM); 39, Kemper L (Lake 
Co), 1 8  Feb. (Cl;s); 2 1 ,  Lake Villa (Lake Co), 3 Dec. (EW). 
Others: 8 ,  JP, 10 fieb. (PC); 5, Spflcl, wintered (DB); 2, Palaline, 
29 Pcb. (JMd); 2, Grundy Co, 30 Dec. (JM ); Joliel, 15 Dec. (JM). 
Continues lo increase. 

Greater White-fronted Goose 

MC: 300, Sangamon Co, 24 Feb. (DB- best # ' s  ever); 1 56, 
Jackson/Union Cos, 1 4  Jan. (DD); 5 1 ,  Perry Co, 18 Dec. (DB, 
VK); 25, LChau, 1 7  Feb .  (RC); 1 8 ,  Dale!. L, 22 Jan. (KM); 4, 
Winnebago Co, 26 Feb .  (BG); 3, LCNP, 25 Feb. (CMc, JMc) . 
Snow Goose 

Very large staging throughoul Illinois. MC: 1 5 ,000, Harristown 
(Macon Co), 25 Feb. (MD); 1 0,000, Sangamon Co, 24 Feb. 
(DD); 6,000+, UCCA, 1 8  Feb . (BD); 4,500, Bald. L, 22 Jan. 
(KM); 900, Douglas Co, 24 Feb . (CMc, JMe). Others: 5 ,  Ogden 
(Champaign Co), 2 1  Jan . (RC); 4, Fermi, 28 Jan. (JSu) ; 4, GLSP, 

Canada Goose 

MC: 295 ,700, soulhcrn Ill inois,  20 Dec. (R Wh).  Olhcrs: 3 ,500, 

LCNl', 2 1 Jan . (CMc, JMc); 3 , 000, J>W W, 1 6  Dec. (JSu);  908, 

JP, 4 Jan. (l'C) .  
Wood Duck 

3 win lered, Zio n (EW); 3 winlercd, Chi (Zoo) ( E W, JJ'u). Olhers: 

l l Dec. ( 4 ), Spfld (DD); female, WiJJ Co, 30 Dec, (CA) ;  2 males, 

21 Jan.- 25 Feb . ,  I l lini SI' (CMc, JMc); 2 pair, Rockford, 5 l ;eb.  

(BG). 
Green-w inged Teal 

MC: 1 2 ,  LCNP, 28 Jan . (CMc, JMc) ; 7, Spfld, 5 Dec . (DD) .  

American Black Duck 

MC: 200 (GLPSP) & 75 (Braidwood), 30 Dec . (JM); 100, 
LCNL', 2 1  Jan. (C & JMc). 'American I3lack Duck X Mal lard ' :  

Dec. & Peb . , Spfld (DI3) .  

Mallard 

MC: 1 86,  665 , n. Illinois, 27 Dec. (MMe-aerial survey); 20,000, 
Clin.L, 10 Feb. (RC). ' Mallard X American Wigeon ' :  I Jan . , 
Sangamon Co (DD) .  

Northern Pintail 

MC: 200, UCCA, 14 Jan. (BD) .  Others: 13. LCNP, 10 Dec. 
(CMc, JMc); 8, Braidwood, 30 Dec. (JM); 3, Spfkl, 8 Dec. ( DB); 
2, Rockford, 24 Dec. (DG) ;  Champaign Co, 28 Jan. (RC). 

American Black Duck, 15 Dec. 1 995. Springfield, Sanganwn Co. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

1 3  Jan. (CA); 2, LRen, 16 Dec. (JM); ad. ,  JP, 1 8  Jan. (PC); imm. 
blue, period-4 Jan . ,  JP (PC); act ., Bolingbrook (Will Co), 1 7  Dec. 
(JM) . 

Ross' Goose 

6, Bald. L, 3 Jan. (KM). 
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Northern Shoveler 

MC: 1 85, O' Fallon (Sl. Clair Co), 22 Jau. (KM); 100, Carbondale, 
28 Dec. (DD); 2 1 ,  Spfld, JO Dcc . -wintered (DI3 ) ;  8,  Ll�en, 1 6  

Dec. (JM). 
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Gad wall 

MC: 150, Spfld, 17 Dec.-wintered (DB); 95, Joliet, 1 5  Dec. 
(JJvf); ?-,7, LC�al, 16 Dec. (JL), 7, O'failon (SL Clair Co), iJ Jan. 
(KM); 3, LCNP, 21 Jan. (CMc, JMc). 

American Wigeon 
MC: 26, Wilmington, 30 Dec. (CA); 16, Spfld, 5 Dec.-wintered 
(DB); 1 2, Zion , wintered (EW); 5, LCNP, 21 Jan. (C & JMc); 3, 
Chi (Zoo), wintered (EW, JE). 

Canvasback 
MC: 9,650, Nauvoo, l I Dec. (MGe). Others : 19, Braidwood, 30 
Dec. (JM); 15, O' Fallon (St. Clair Co), 22 Jan. (KM): L O, Spfld, 
1 Jan.-wintered (DB); 5, LCNP, 2.5 Jan. (CMc, JMc); 2, LCnl, 30 
Dec. & 1 3  Jan. (JL); 2, G NTC. 8 Dec. (EW); male, JP, 26 fan. 
(PC); Lockport, 23 Dec. (CA). 

Redhead 

MC: 7, JP , 8 Dec. (PC); 6, Chi (Little CalumetR), 30 Dec. (WM); 
6, North Chicago (Lake Co), l Jan. (JSu); 3, LRen, 1 6  Dec. 
(\1ltv1) ;  2, GLPSP, 13 Jan. (CA); 2, Sang.L, 6 J an. (DB); 2, 
Wilmington, 30 Dec. (CA); 2, LCNP, 10 Dec. (CMc, JMc). 

Ring-necked Duck 
MC: 33, LCNP, 25 Feb. (CMc, JMc); 25, 0'Fallon (St. ClairCo), 
1 Jan. (KM); 1 2, Sang .L, 6 Jan.-wintered (DB); 9, LRen, 16 Dec. 
(JM); male, LCal, winlered (JL). 

Greater Scaup 
MC: 224, JP, 3 Dec. (PC). Others: 1 1 ,  Zion , 1 Jan. (EW, JE); 9, 
Little Calumet R (Chi). 30 Dec. (WM); ? ,  GLPSP, 30 Dec. (JM); 
female, Spfld, 15 Dec. (DB).  "Absent from usual L Michigan 
sites" (PC). 

Lesser Scaup 

MC: 300, Clin.L, 25 Feb. (RC); 175, O'Fallon (St. Clair Co), 25 
Feb. (KM); 1 33, LCNP, 25 Feb. (CMc, JMc); 68, Chi (Little 
Calumet R), 30 Dec. (WM). Others: 9, Spfld, 17 Dec.-wintered 
(DB); 5 , GLPSP, 30 Dec. (JM). 

Harlequin Duck 
18-19  J an.  (female), JP (*PC). 

Oldsquaw 

2 Dec. (imm.), O'Fallon (St. Clair Co) (DKa); 3 Dec. (ad. male), 
Carl. L (Dl(.a); 10 Dec. (2), \X/uuk (Jtv1d); 16 Dec., ReuJ L (DK, 
MSe); 1 6- 1 7  Dec., SpITd ( OB); 1 7  Dec. (2), Clin.L (MD, RS); 23 
Dec., Sk<,ik:ie (EW); 14 Jan. (male), JP (PC); 20 Jan., IBSP (ASt); 
24 Feb., L Decatur (MD). 

Surf Seater 
1 3  Dec., Spt1d (DB). 

White-winged Seater 
1 7  Dec. (3), MPL&D (DKa); 14 Jan. (male) & 1 1  Feb. (female), 
Zion (JL); 20 Jan. (female), IDSP (ASt); 25 Feb. (female), 
Clin.L (RC). 

CG��W.-�ii Gu:�.:;uc1-.; 

MC: 8,985, n. Illinois, 27 Dec. (MMe-aerial survey); 5,000, 
Powerton L (Tazewell Co), 1 1  Dec. lNHS-MGe). lbers: 720, 
Rend L, 20 Jan. (BD); 550, Spfld, l7 Dec. (DB); 430, Wilmette, 
4 Dec. (EW); 3 7 1 ,  JP, 1 6  Dec. (PC); 200, Clin.L, 25 Feb . (RC); 
1 50, GLPSP, 0 Dec. (JM). 
Barrow's Goldeneye 

Lake Michigan shore (Lake Co) 20 Jan. (JMd )(see seasonal 
highlights). 

MC: 25, Winthrop l larhor, 1 Jan. (EW, JE); t l ,  Spflc!, 1 fan. 
(DB); 8, JP, 18 Jan. (PC); 7, GLl'SP, 30 Dec. (JM); female, 
LCNP, 28 Jan. (CMc, JMc). 

Hoodl.'CI Merganser 
MC: fil.. Will & Grundy Co' s, 30 Dec. (JM); 34, Spfld, 17 Dec. 
(DB);  19. Wauk, 1 Jan. (Ril ,  EW. JE); 9, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 
6, Peabody Riverking SFW A, 22 Jan. (KM); 3 ,  LCNP, 10 Dec. 
(CMc, JMc); 3, Fermi, 14 Jan. (JSu); imm. male, JP, 3 Jan. (PC). 

Common Merganser 
MC: 7,000, Powerton L (Tazewell Co), 1 1  Dec. (MMe); 2,800, 

Will/Grundy Co' s, 30 Dec. (JM); 2,500, LCNP, 10 Dec. (CMc, 
J!vic); 1 ,500; !";tin L., 25 Feb. (RC); large H's 'rvinlcrcd-LCal (JL). 
Red-breasted Merganser 
MC: 83, JP, 1 4  Jan. (PC). Others: small # ' s  wi11Lered-LCal (JL); 
2, GLPSP, 30 Dec. (JM); 3 Jan. ,  Spfld (DB). 
Ruddy Duck 
MC: 38 ,  LCal, 3 Dec. (JL); 37, L Michigan (s. Cook Co), 3 Dec. 
(ASt); 25, Spfld, 4 Dcc.-some wintered (OB J;  4, GLNTC, 8 Dec. 
(EW); 3, Joliet, 15 Dec. (JM); 10 Dec., LCNP (CMc, JMc). 

Black Vulture 
MC: 3 0+, Heron Pond (Johnson Co), 30 Dec. (DKa). 

Turkey Vulture 
LD: 30 Dec., PWW (*JP); 10 Jan., Bond Co (KM). 

Bald E:1glc 
MC: l,733 ( 1 ,035 adulls, 5 74 immature, 124 unknown), 
Mississippi/Tllinois R, lale Jan. (JHe et al .) - 8% annual increase 
since 1 987. Others: 100+, Mississippi R (Hancock Co), 10 Feb. 
(LHd); 60, Jersey Co, 7 Feb. (KM); 45, Illinois R (Peoria to 
Chatauqua) (RC); 9, Stm·ved Rock L&D, 4 Feb. (CMc, JMc). 

Northern Harrier 
MC: 15 ,  Franklin Co, wintered (LS); 13,  Fayette Co, 13 Jan. 
(KM); 10, Madison Co, 19 Dec. (VK). Others: 4, Champaign Co, 
28 Jun. (R �); 4, L11 Sa.Ile ·o, 25 .fob. (CM.c, ™c); 3, Fulton Co, 
wintered (LHd); 3, p1ingbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co), 1 7  
Peb. (JSu); 2, MNTI\ wintered (TIW); 2. McHenry Co, 7 Jan. 
(R.Ba); none wintered, Sangamon Co (DB ). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
1 4 Dec., Vermilion Co (JS); 16 Dec., PWW (JSu); 16 Dec., MM 
(EW� JE); 26 D�c .. Ch�m .. paign Co (JS)� l Jan.1 \1lauk (E\V, JE)� 
6 ian. (2), Wauk (JL); 6 Feb. (3 ), Franklin Co (LS); 5-26 Feb. ,  
M ·Htmry Co (RBa); l 9  Feb . , Evanston (fide EW); 2 iu  Dec. , 3 
in Jan . , l in Feb., Sangamon Co (DB); Bushnell (.McDonough 
Co), wintered (Uld); O' FaJJon (St. Clair Co), wintered (KM); 
Pala.tine, wintered (CFs). 

Cooper's Hawk 

MC: 5, Franklin Co, period (LS). Others: 1 6  Dec. (2), PWW 
1JS.:)· 1 6  Di:\;. (2), MM (EW, JE); 6 Jan ., La alle Co (CMc, 
JMc); 20 Jun. (imm.), La Salle o (CMc, JM.c); 15 Peb. (ad.), 
Gienview (EW); 20 Fcb. (2) , angam<>n Co (DB); 25 & 29 Feb ., 
se. ook Co (WM); 2, McHenry Co, wintei"ed (RBa); Danville, 
wintered (DWe); Palatine, wintered (CFs). 

Northern Goshawk 

2 Dec. (imm.), La Salle Co (CMc, JMc); 2 Dec. (imm.), Carl. L 
(DKa); 1 1  Dec. (imm.), Clin.L (RC); 14 & 1 7  Dec. (irrun.), 
Sangamon Co (DB);  17 Dec. (imm.), Clin.L (MD); 1 Jan., IBSP 
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Black-legged Kittiwake (above right and right), immature, 
4 Dec. 1 995. Gillson Park, Wilmette, Cook Co. Note black 
carpal bar and collar. Photos by Joe B. Milosevich. 

(EW, JE); 13 Jan. (ad.), Mason Co (RC). 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
14 Jan.-9 Feb ., LWFP (m.ob.) ;  30 Dec. (2), Glenview (JSu). 

Red-tailed Hawk 
MC: 47, MNTP, 24 Feb. (EW, JE, m.ob.); 44, Franklin Co, 
wintered (LS); 23, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 19, LCal, 30 Dec. 
(WM); 16 ,  PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu); 1 1 , Sangamon Co, 17 Dec. 
(DB). Others: "Harlan's": 1 6 Dec.- 4 Feb., Urbana(RC); wintered, 
UCCA (BD). "Krider' s": 1 8  Dec., Max McGraw Wildlife Area 
(LHd). "Dark phase": 8 Feb., Franklin Co (LS); 17 Feb., McHenry 
Co (RB a). "Rufous phase": 16-17 Dec., Will Co (WM); 3 1  Dec., 
Williamson Co (LS). 

Rough-legged Hawk 
MC: 9, Du Page Co, 13 J an. (JSu); 6, S aline Co, Dec. (JD); 6, 
MNTP, 24 Feb. (m.ob.) ;  4, Jackson Co, 23 Dec. (LS); 4, 
M atteson (Will Co), 4 Feb. (JL). Others: 2 singles (dark phase), 
Sangamon Co, 1 1  Dec. & 15 Feb. (DB); 2, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 
dark phase, 1 -1 3  Jan., GLPSP (CA); dark phase, Palatine, 27 
Jan.- 20 Feb. (CFs); dark phase, McHenry Co, 17 Feb. (RB a). 

Golden Eagle 
3 Dec., M iddlefork FP (Champaign Co) (RC); 10 Jan. (ad.), 
UCCA (BD-3+ different birds detected during winter; 14 & 15 
Feb. ,  S aline Co (JD). 

American Kestrel 
MC: 21 ,  Rend L, 16 Dec. (KM). 

Merlin 
1 6  Dec. (female), Mason Co (VK); 1 Jan. ( ' richardsonii '  form), 
Vermilion Co (*MD); 10 Feb. (female), Rockford (BG, LJo, 
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RMs); female, Jackson Co, wintered (BD). 

Peregrine Falcon 
17 Dec., MPL&D (DKa); 27 Dec., Champaign Co (JS); 3 Jan., 
Clinton Co (MSe); pair wintered, JP (PC);  pair wintered, LCal 
(WM). 
GYRFALCON 
25 Feb. ,  Clin.L (*RC). 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
MC: 1 6, PWW, 16 Dec. (JSu); 1 0, Sangamon Co, 1 6  Dec. (DB). 

Wild Turkey 
MC: 28, S ang.L, 28 Dec. (DB); 24, La S alle Co, 7 Jan. (CMc, 
JMc); 24, Vermilion Co, 24 Jan. (DWe); 2, MNTP, 24 Feb. (EW, 
JE). 

Northern Bobwhite 
MC: 18 ,  Carl. L, 23 Dec. ( KM); 15 ,  Sangamon Co, 17 Dec. (DB 
- none in Jan./Feb.);  12 ,  Braidwood, 30 Dec. (JM). 

Virginia Rail 
15-16 Dec.,  .Joliet (JM). 

American Coot 
MC: 35,  Sangamon Co, 6 Jan. (DB). Others : 4, LCNP, 10 Dec. 
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(C & JMc): 4. Cherry Valley (Winnchneo rn), 27 fon. (DG); 2 1  
Jan., Fermi (JSu). 

Killdeer 
LD: 6 Jan . ,  LChau (MD); 30 Dec., Spfld (DB ) ;  23 Dec. (2), Carl. 
L (KM). 

Dunlin 
1 -4 Dec., Chi (JPu). 
Common Snipe 
LD: 17 Dec., Will Co (AW); 3 Dec., Springbrook Prairie FP (Du 
Page Co) (JSu). 

Bonaparte's Gull 
MC: 70, Wilmette, 4 Dec. (EW). LD: 1 3  Jan . .  Carl. L (KM); 6 
Jan. (4), Spfld (DB); 25 Dec., LCNP (CMc, JMc). 

MEW GULL 
l Dec . .  Carl. L (*DKa); 28 Jan. (ad.),  Clin.L (*MD). 

Rin�-billcd Gull 
MC: 4,360, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 4,000, Sangamon Co, 5 Dec. 
(DB); 221 ,  JP, 8 Dec. (very !ow #'s on L Michigan all winter -
EW,PC). 

Herring Gull 
MC: 1 ,500, I .Cal, 6 Jan. (WM); 1 ,500, LCNP, 18 Feb. (CMc, 
JMc ); 500, MPL&D, 3 Feb. (KM); 144, JP, 1 6  Jan. (PC- low#' s ); 
1 20, Sangamon Co, 29 Dec. (DB); 52, Rend L, 20 Jan. (BD). 

Thayer's Gull 

MC: 4 ( 1 st, 2ml, 3rd, ad.), LC al, 6 Jan. (WM); 2 ( 1 s t' s), MPL&D, 
12 Feb. (DKa). Others: 5 Dec., Carl. L (DKa); 1 6  Dec. (ad.), L 
Decatur (MD); 1 6  Dec. (ad.), Fox R (Kane Co) (ASt); 29 Dec. 
( 1st), Spfld (DB); 1 1  Feb., Winthrop Harbor (JL); 17 Feb., 
Peoria (RC). 

Iceland Gull 
3 Dec. ("kumliens" subad.), LCal (JL); 14 Jan. (ad.), Starved 
Rock SP (CMc, JMc); 3 Feb. (ad.), MPL&D(DKa) ; 5  Feb. (ad.), 
LCal (JL); 26 Feb. ( 1 st), Spfld (DB ) .  

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
MC: J_ (different l st's), MPL&D, 1-23 Dec. (DKa). Others: 5 
Dec., Chi (JPu); 1 6  Dec. & 5 Feb. (3rd), Spfld (DB ) ;  25 Dec. 
(ad.), Chi (A .. St); 30 Dec. {2--2nd, ad.), LCal (\1lrv1); 20 Jan. 
(ad.), Rend L (BD); 5 Feb., Chi (JL); 1 8  Feb. ( 1st), Clin.L (RC); 
ad. wintered, MPL&D (DKa). 

Glaucous Gui! 
MC: 1 1 ,  LCal, 1 1  Feb. (GW) (see seasonal highlights); 5,  LCal, 
1 6  Dec. (JL). Others: 4 Dec. (2nd), L Decatur (MD); 8 Dec., 
Winthrop Harbor (EW); 1 9  Dec. (2), Chi (Meigs Field) (LHd); 
24 Dec. (ad.), Wauk (ASt); 25 Dec., Chi (ASt); 13 Jan. ( 1 st), 
MPL&D (DKa); 14 Jan. ( 2-ad., l st) & 4 Feb. (ad.), Starved 
Rock SP (CMc, JMc); 15 Jan. (imm.), Evanston (EW); 20 Jan., 
JP (fide RB) ;  21 Jan. (ad ., 1 st), Carl. L (MSe); 28 Jan. (ad.), 
Ciiu.L (iviD); 16 t'eb. (i St), Wiimette (CFs); l� Feb .  (2nd), 
LCNP (C & JMc); 24 Feb. (2nd), L Decatur (MD). 

Great Black-backed Gull 

13 Jan. ( 1 st) & 12 Feb. (2nd) , MPL&D (DKa); 15 Jan. (1 st), 
Pekin (MD); 6 Feb. ( 1st), JP (PC) ; l l - 1 7  Feb. (2 ad.), LCal 
(GW,EW). 

Black-leggt.'<l Kittlwake 

4 Dec. ( 1 st), Wilmette (JM-photo); 17 Dec. ( 1 st), Clin.L (RC); 
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2 li'eh.-1 0 March ( 1 �1 ), JVIPT .& n (DK�). A!! 3 � "lllt' bl!·d? 
Rock Dove 
MC: 146, JP, 14 Jan. (PC). 

Mourning Dove 
MC: 1 10, Sangamon Co, 2 Dec. (DB); 104, Chi (Hyde Park), 9 
Jan. (PC); 97, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 70, Springbrook Prairie FP 
(Du Page Co), 10 Peb. (JSu). 

Eastern Screech-Owl 
MC: 1 1 , Sangamon Co, 17 Dec. (DB ) .  

Great Horned Owl 
MC: 8, Cati. L, 23 Dec. (KM). 

Snowy Owl 
1 -3 Dec., Chi (Meigs Field) (GW, ASt); 1 Jan., JP (PC). 

Barred Owl 
1 6  Dec., PWW (JSu); 28 Jan., Ellisville (Fulton Co) (LHd);  only 
singles, Sangamon Co (DB).  

Long-eared Owl 
MC: 8, Fults (Monroe Co), 17 Feb. (DKa); 7, Fermi, 7 Jan. (JSu); 
6, Carl. L, 1 Jan. (DKa); 5,  Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co), 1 7  
Dec. (AW); 3 ,  MM, 1 6  Dec. (EW); 3 ,  Potomac (Vermilion Co), 
1 Jan. (MD); 3,  MNTP, mid-Jan. (EW); 2, Pecatonica (Winnebago 
Co), 8 Jan. (BG); 2, Vermilion Co, 21 Jau. (RC); 13 Jan., Carl.L 
(KM). 

Short-cared Owl 
MC: 20+, Franklin Co, lU Dec. (LS); ll, Glenview, 12 Feb. 
(EW) buts present since Dec. and at least 7 from 20 Jan . - 1 7  Feb. 
(DJ,EW); 8, Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co), 8 Dec. (JSu); 
8, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (DKa); 8 (but 6 on 7 Jan.), Glacial Park 
(McHenry Co), 14 Jan. (ASt,RBa); 3,  La Salle Co, 10 Dec. 
(CMc, JMc); 2, New Athens (St. Clair Co), wintered (DKa); 2, 
Palatine, 6 Feb. (CFs); 1 4  Dec.-2 Jan., Decatur (MD); 20 Jan., 
Coles Co (RBr); 28 Jan .,  Rantoul (RC); 25 Feb., J(jnmundy 
(KM). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

14 Dec., Chi (heart of city in X-mas tree lot! -fide EW); wintered 
(but 2 on 27 Jan.), Allerton Park (Piatt Co) (MD,RC). 

Belted Kingfisher 
MC: 4, Sangamon Co, 17 Dec. (DB). Others: 7 Dec., JP (PC); 
30 Dec. (2), Glenview (JSu). 

Rcd-hcllkd Woodpecker 
MC: 16. Carl.L. 23 Dec. (KM): 1 0, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (.TS11). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
4 Dec. (2), Winnebago Co (BG); 4 Dec. (2), Sangamon Co (DD); 
13 Dec.- 7 Feb., BarUett (Cook Co) (JP); 22 Dec., O' Fallon (St. 
Clair Co) (KM); 30 Dec., Lake Forest (JSu); 7 Jan., Oakwood 
Bottoms (Jackson Co) (DKa); wintered, Ryerson CA (EW). 

uowny Woodpecker 
MC: 40, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu); 19, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 1 2, JP, 
period (PC). 

Hairy Woodpecker 

MC: 8, Rend L, 16 Dec. (KM); 5, PWW. 16 Dec. (JSu). 

Northern Flicker 

MC: 1 3 ,  Sangamon Co, l 7 Dec. (DB ) ;  10, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM). 
Others: 3 wintered, MNTP (EW, m.ob.); 21 Jan., Fermi (JSu). 
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l'ileakd Woodpecker 
2 Dec. (2), Sangamon Co (DB);  30 Dec., Ryerson CA (A.St); 3 1  
Jan. (2), Vermilion Co (JS); 9 Feb ., Shirland (Winnebago Co) 
(BG); 10 Feb., SRSP (C & JMc). 

Eastern Phoebe 

7 Jan., Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co) (DKa). 

Horned Lark 
MC: 402, Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 323, Jackson Co, 8 Jru1. (DD); 
300+, Vermilion Co, 24 Jan. (DWe). 

Blue Jay 
MC: 78,  Rend L, 16 Dec. (KM); SS,  Sangamon Co, 1 7  Dec. 
(DB).  

American Crow 
MC: 1 0,000, Beardstown (Cass/Schuyler Co's), 13 Jan. (RC); 
7,SOO, Rantoul (Champaign Co), 28 Jan. (RC). Others: SOO, 
Sangamon Co, l Jan. (DB);  3 13 ,  Chi, lS Feb. (WM). Small 1 00 
size roosts reported in various localities. 

Bohemian Waxwing, 19 Dec. 1995. Ravinia Train 
Station, Highland Park, Lake Co. Photo by David B. 
Johnson. 

Black-capped Chickadee 
MC: 1 0 1 ,  PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu). 

Tufted Titmouse 

MC: 1 8, Sangamon Co, 2 Dec. (DD); 2, Palos FP, 27 Feb. (JL). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

MC: 20, Urbana, 2 Dec. (RC); 20+, LWFP, 20 Jan. (RC). Others: 
S, M.Arb, wintered (EW); 5, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu); 4, Rend L, 1 6  
Dec. (KM); 1 Jan ., Carl. L (DKa); 1 4  Jan ., Green River C.A. 
(CMc,JMc). 

Brown Creeper 

MC: 13 ,  Wilmington, 30 Dec. (CA); 9, Sangamon Co, 2 Dec. 
(DI3); 5, Mallard Lake PP (Du Page Co), 17 Pcb. (JP). 
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Carolina Wren 
MC: 22, Rend L, 16 Dec. (KM); l , Sangamon o, 1 7  Dec. 
(DB). Others: 1 6  Dec . ,  Lockport (JM); l -5 fan., GLNTC 
(RB,EW); 1 4 Jan. (2), McDonough Co (Uid); 30 Jilli. ,  Danville 
(MD); 2 1 -25 Feb. ,  La Salle o (CMc, JMc); 24 Peb., Des Plaines 
CA (EW,JE). 

Winter Wren 
1 6  Dec.,  MM (EW); 30 Dec., n. Cook Co (ASt) ;  30 Dec., 
RyersonCA (Lake Co) (ASt); 3 & 13 Jan. (2 singles), Winnebago 
Co (BG); 1 or 2 win tered, Sangamon Co (DB). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 36,  Rend L, 1 6  Dec. (KM). Others: 6, Sangrunon Co, 1 4  
Dec. (DD); 2 1  Jan., Illini S P  (CMc, JMc)s. 

Ruby-crowned K i nglet 
LD: 14 Dec., Spfld (DB).  Other: lS Jan., UCCA (DKa, MSe). 

Eastern Bluebird 
MC: 1 3, Sangamon Co, 7 Dec. (DB) ;  S, M .Arb, 23 Nov.­
wintered (EW-photo); 3 ,  Bushnell (McDonough Co), 14 Jan. 
(LHd). 

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE 
12 Nov .-2 l Jan., LWFP (*EW, *m.ob.-photo/video) (see seasonal 
highlights); 17 Nov.- 1 1  Jan ., Kiehm Arboretum (Winnebago 
Co) (RMs et al) . 

Hermit Thrush 
2 Dec. (2), JI' (PC, DP); 2 Dec., Clin.L (MD); 8 & 1 2  Dec., 
Sangamon Co (DB) ;  1 6  Dec., MM (EW, JE); 16 Dec., Urbana 
(RC); 16 Dec., Crabtree NC (CFs); 2 Jan., Mallard Lake FP (Du 
Page Co) (JP); 1 Feb., Klchm Arboretum (Winnebago Co) (BG). 

A merican Robin 
MC: 335, Techny (Cook Co), 20 Jan. (EW). 

VARIED TUR USH 
1 7  Dec.-7 Jan . ,  McHenry Co (Rba,m.ob . )  (see seasonal  
highlights). 

Northern Mockingbird 
MC: 7, Rend L, 16 Dec. (KM); 3, Sangamon Co, 1 Jan. (DB). 
Other: 1 6-24 Feb., MNTP (EW, m.ob.). 

Brown Thrasher 
6 Dec., Sangamon Co (DB) ;  7 Jan. (3), Oakwood Dottoms 
(Jackson Co) (DKa). 

BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
1 7  Dec. (4) & 19 Dec. (3), Highland Park (Train Station) (ELu; 
video). 

Cedar Waxwing 
MC: 1 00+, Deer Grove FP (Cook Co), 1 8  Dec. (CFs, TC); 100, 
Urbana, 1 1  Feb. (RC); 75, Pern Clyffe SP, 1 2  Jan. (BO); 50, 
Spfld, 26 Dec. (DB). 

Northern Shrike 
Another invasion year-biggest on record; 3 Dec., Rantoul 
(Champaign Co) (RC); S & 3 1  Dec. (ad.), D uckhart (OB); 8 
Dec.-28 Jan., IBSP (EW); IS Dec., Deer Grove FP (Cook Co) 
(CFs); 16 Dec., PWW (JSu); 16 Dec., West Chicago Prairie (Du 
Page Co) (MHo); 16 Dec. (imm.), MM (EW, m.ob.); 16 Dec., 
M.Arb (fide EW); 16 Dec., Joliet (JM); 17 Dec., Greene Valley 
FP (Du Page Co) (DG); 30 Dec.-pcriod, Clin.L (RC); 30 Dcc.-
20Jan . ,  Techny (CookCo) ( RB,  EW, m.ob.); 3 1  Dec., B ureau Co 
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Field Sr-�!·�··.:.•w 
MC: 1 2, Pulaski Co. 1 9  Feb. (KM): 6,  
Salrne Cu,  24 Feb. (JD). Others: l 6 Dec.-
20 fob., Urbana (RC); 17 Dec. (2), Spfld 
(DB). 

Savannah Sparrow 
MC: 4, LCNP, 10 Dec. (CMc. JMc): '.l,  
CONWR, 1 5  Jan. (DKa, MSe); 2,  Carl. 
L, 23 Dec. (KM). Others: 5 Dec. ,  
Sangamon Co (DB);  1 6  Dec., Urbana 
(GL, RC). 

Le Contc's Sparrow 
1 5  Jan .. CONWR (DK:1, �-1S<:' ). 

Fox Sparrow 
MC: 1 6, Saline Co, 26 Feb . (JD); 10, 
Franklin Co, 26 Feb. (LS). Olhers: 1 6  
Dec.- 1 1  Feb . ,  Urbana (RC, MHl); 1 7  
Dec., Sangamon Co (DB ) ; 3 0  Dec. (2), 
LCal (WM); 7 Jan. -28 Feb., Table Grove 
(Fulton Co) (KM);  1 8  Jan., Klchm 
Arborelum (BG). 

Eastern Bluebird, 9 Feb. 1996, Morton Arboretum, DuPage Co. Five 
bluebirds spent the winter here. Photo by Eric Walters. 

Song Sparrow 
MC: 37, Rend L, 1 6  Dec. (KM); 30, 
Sangamon Co, 1 7  Dec. (DB ) ;  25, PWW, 
16 Dec. (JSu). 

(CMc, JMc); 5 Jan., Braidwood JM); 6 Jan., Springb1'aok 
Prairje FP (Du Page o) (JSu); 1 1 - 1 2  Jan., Evanston (EW­
pboto); 1 3  JM., GLPSP (CA); 13 Jan .- 16 Feb., MNTP (EW, 
m.ob.); 14 Jan., Wolf L ( 'ook o) (WM); l9 Jan., Glencoe 
(CFs); · 1 Jan.-28 Jan., LW P (m.ob.); 5 foeb., Evanston (JPo); 1 8  
foeb., SRSP ( C  & JMc); imm., JP ,  wintered (PC). Many other 
sighting$ not sent iJ1. 

Loggerhead Shrike 
MC: 3 ,  Franklin Co, wintered (LS) ;  2, south Mason Co, 1 6  Dec. 
(VK). LD: Sangamon Co, 22 Dec. (DB). 

European Stariing 
MC: 1 0,000, Urbana (U of I campus), Dec.-Feb. (RC); 3 ,000, 
Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co), 1 6  Dec. (WM). 

ORANGE-CROWNEn WARRLER 
1 6  Dec., Rend L (DKa) . 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
MC: 8, Decatur 16 Dec. (MD) ; 7, Sangamon Co, 3 1  Dec. (DB); 
5, Libertyville, I Jan. (ASt). Others: 1 6  Dec. & 14 Jan., Urbana 
(R ); 31 Dec., Putnam Co (CMc, JMc ); 27 Jan., Allerton Park 
(Piatt Co) (RC). 

Pine Warbler 
1 6  Dec., Rend L (DKa). 

Northern Cardinal 
MC; 225, C!!:l. L, '.23 !)��. (KJy1J. 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
MC: 4, Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co), 23 Dec. (DKa). 

SPOTTED TOWHEE 
30 Dec., Braidwood (JM). 

American Tree Sparrow 
MC: 300, SRSP, 2 1  Jan. (CMc, JMc); 285, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu); 
230. Evanston, 28 Jan. (JE). 

1 18 

Swamp SpHrrow 
MC: 40, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu) ; 24, Rend L, 1 6  Dec. (KM). 
White-throated Sparrow 
MC: 60+, Winnebago Co, wintered (BG). 

White-crowned Sparrow 
MC: 30+, LCal, wintered (JL); 15 ,  Wilmington, 30 Dec. (CA); 
1 2, Franklin Co, 26 Feb. (LS). 

Harris' Sparrow 
21 !'Jc�T'.""25 : Dec. (irr11n.), t"�elsun Lake lviarsh (Kane Co) 
(DLn). 

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC: 1 7 1 ,  Carl. L, 23 Dec. (KM); 1 20. Sangamon Co, 1 7  D•�c. 
(DB). Others: 92, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (JSu). 1 6, JP, 26 Jan. (PC). 

Lapland Longspur 
MC: 3,000, Champaign Cu, 28 Jan. (RC et al); 1 ,200, Jackson 
Co, 14 Jan. (DD); 500+, Carl . L, 1 Jan. (DKa); 150, Sangamon 
Co, 18 f:eb. (DB); 25, LCl�P, 10 Dec. (CMc, JMc). 

Snow Bunting 
MC: 325,  Bureau Co, 1 4 Jan. (CMc. JMc); 1 00, nw. Will Co., 28 
Jan. (fide RB); 94, LCNP, 25 Dec. (CMc,JMo); 50, Evanston, 28 
Jan. (fide W); 40, Techny (Cook Co), 30 Dec. (RB) ;  22, Wesl 
Chicago (Du Page o), 20 Jan. (JSu). Olhers: 1 7  Dec. (3), IBSP 
(ASL); 7 .ian . ,  fonnson Co (IJKa); 7 Jan., Cisco (Piatt Co) (MD); 
8 Jan., Jackson Co (DD); 15 Jan., Clin.L (RC); 21 Jan. (2), Chi 
(ASL); 3 1  fan., McHenry Co (RBa). 

Red-winged Blackbird 
MC: 50,000, Spfld, 27 Feb. (DB). LD: 33, MM, 1 6  Dec. (EW). 

Eastern Meadowlark 

MC: 151,  Payette Co, 23 Dec. (KM). Others: 17 Dec. (3), Clin.L 
(RC); 20 Jan. (4), PWW (JSu); 28 Jan. (2), GLPSP (ASt). 

Meadowlark 



Y ellow-hcaded Blackbird 
17 & 1 8  Jan., Roscoe (Winnebago Co) (ESt). 

Rusty Blackbird 
MC: 300, Spfld, 6 Feb. (DB); 25, Yolo Bog (Lake Co), 3 Dec. 
(EW,JE). Olhers: 1 Dec., McHenry Co (Rila); 16 Dec., Lockport 
(JM); 3 1  Dec., Bureau Co (CMc, JMc). 

Brewer's Blackbird 
I .D: 1 6  Dec., Decattrr. (MD). 

Common Grackle 
MC: 20,000, Spfld, 27 Feb. (DB). 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
MC: 100, O'Fallon (St. Clair Co), 15 Jan. (KM); 2 1 ,  Lake Co, 3 1  
Jan. (RBa). 

PINE GROSBEAK 
8-10  (feeding on elm buds), Pecatonica (Winnebago Co), 26 
Feb. (fide BG). 

Purple Finch 
MC: 6, La Salle Co, 1 8  Feb. (CMc, JMc); 5, Table Grove (Fulton 
Co), 6 Jan. (KM); 2 wintered, Crabtree N.C. (ASt); 19 Feb ., 
Sangamon Co (DD). 

House Finch 
MC: 80, Kiehm Arboretum (Winnebago Co), l Jan. (BG); 60, 
SaltCreek (CookCo), 6 Feb. (CPs); 50, Pratt Wayne Woods (Du 
Page Co), 16 Dec. (JSu). 

White-winged Crossbill 
10,  LWFP, 1 8  Feb. (ASt) with 2-4 present 14 Jan.- 1 9  Feb. 
(m.ob.); 6 Dec. & 6 Feb. (imm. male), Sangamon Co (DB). 

Common Redpoll 

MC: 30, Lockport, 1 6  Dec. (CA); 1 8, Naperville, 14 Jan. (JSu); 
16 ,  Glenview, 28 Jan. (fide RB); 1 1 , LCNP, 25 Dec. (CMc, 
JMc); 7, JP, 1 5  Dec. (PC); 6,  Crabtree N.C., 10 Feb. (JMd); 4, 

Ringed Turtle-Dove, 1 Dec. 1 995. Joliet, Will Co. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Potomac (Vermilion Co), 1 Jan. (MD); 3, Clin.L, 2 Dec. (MD); 
2, Evanston, 2 Dcc. (EW); single-3 times during period, Sangamon 
Co (DB). 

Pine Siskin 
MC: 50, Bolingbrook, 17 Dec. (WM); 40, M .Arb, 9 Feb. (EW); 
30, Libertyville, 1 Jan. (ASL); 1 4, SRSP, 21 Jan. (CMc, JMc); 1 1 , 
Carl. L, 1 Jan. (DKa); "very common in Winnebago Co" (BG). 

American Goldfinch 
MC: 200, Sangamon Co, 1 Feb. (DD ); 80, 
Glenview, 30 Dec. (JSu); 4 1 ,  JP, 8 Feb. (PC). 

Evening Grosbeak 
MC: 1 25,  Saline Co, 30 Jan. (JD). Others: 3 Dec. 
(female), Ottawa (La Salle Co) (CMc, JMc); 10  
Dec. (4), Coles Co  (BH); 1 6  Dec. (2), Rend L 
(DKa, MSe); 20 Dec. -into spring, Evanston 
(EW, m.ob.-photos)-first overwintering record 
in Chi area in over a decade. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
MC: 200, Mason Co (State Tree Nursery), 6 Jan. 
(MD). Others: 20, Spfld, 1 1  Dec. (DD). 

House Sparrow 
MC: 1 62, PWW, 1 6  Dec. (Jsu). 

EXOTICS 
Ringed Turtle-Dove 
l Dec., Joliet (DO). 

-Robert Danley 
2201 Clay St. 

Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Evening Grosbeak, 13 Jan. 1996. Evanston, Cook Co. Photo by Eric 
Walters. 
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Send se�_son!ll r�ports to: 

Fall Migration - (1 August - 30 November) 
Due 7 December • Robert Chapel, 

306 1/2 West California , Urbana, IL 6180 1  

Winter Season - ( 1  December - 28 February) 
Due 7 March • Robert Danley, 

2201 Clay Street, Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Spring Migration - (1 Mardi - 3 1  May) 
Due 7 June • Myrna Deaton, 

4540 E. Spruce St., Decatur, IL 62526 

Breeding Season - (1 June - 31 July) 
Due 7 August • Vernon Kleen 

Illinois Department of Conservation 
Natural Heritage Division 

524 S .  Second St., Springfield, IL 62701 
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NATURE'S CORNER . 847-3 69-3636 
WILD BIRD PRODUCTS 
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SUBMISSION INl<'ORMATION 

7'" We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and 
illustrations for possible publication inMeadowlark. 

-Y- Article topics include unusual bird sightings 
and nesting accounts, technical papers on bird re­
search, and other articles such as bird finding guides 
and field identification tips. Joy of birding articles 
will be considered. 

7 Manuscripts should be t ypewritten or com­
pu ter-generated, double spaced and on only one side 
of numbered pages. Please end two copies of your 
manuscript and make sure you keep another for 
yourself. 

'T If you are able, submit a computer disc in ascii 
file or for Word Perfect 5 . 1  . 

....,,_ Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent i nformation about 
your qualifications and background is also helpful . 

'"T We prefer clear black and white or color print 
photographs. Color slides may also be acceptable. 

'"T We reserve the right to review and edit articles 
according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readabil­
ity. 

181 Send articles, photographs, and inquiries to : 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 Braeburn, Mundelein,  IL 60060. 

181 Pen and ink drawings are also accepted. 
Contact: 

Denis Kania, 1 536 Preston Road 
Naperville, IL 60563. 

,SpringhOU.SC begins where the 
travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois: 
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters­

always plenty ofletters. 
One-year subscription (6 issues) $1 5.00 

,8p1inyhousr 
P.O. Box 61 • Herod, IL 62947 

Tel. No. (6 18) 252-334 1 

SUllSCRIIYflON INFORMATION 

Members of the Illinois Ornithological Society 

recciveMeadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings 
Over The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. Members are 

also invited to special field trips, the annual meeting, 

and other IOS functions. 

To join or send a gift subscription, send your 

name or that of the gift recipient, address, and tele­

phone number along with fee to: 

IOS 
P.O. Il ox 1 9 7 1  
Evanston, I L  60204- 1 97 1 .  

[gJ 
B ack issues of Volume 2, 3, 4, and 5 are stm 

available for $5 each. Some back issues of 

Volume 1 are also available at $6 each. 

[gJ 
Fees : Individual $20; Family $30; 

Full-time student $ 1 0; Contributor $50 - $99; 
Supporter $ 1 00 - $499 ; Sponsor $500. 

[gJ [gj 
[gJ [gJ 

B I N O C U L A R S  R E PA I R E D  
C U STOM SALES 

The right binocular a t  the right price 

Herb Koehler - Owner 
Binocular Technician 44 years 

Estimates: No Cost or Obligation 

• 
T E LE-OPT I C S  

5 5 14 Lawrence Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60630 
(3 1 2) 283-7757 



The '"""lorthcrn Shrike staged a 
major invasion in Illinois during 
the winter of 1 99511 996, and was 

observed on 1 9  Christmas Bird 
Counts. Drawing by Brian K. 
Willis. 


